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On 15 August 1945, World War II came to an end in the Far East and Pacific 

Region, when Japan surrendered following the dropping of two atomic 

bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with devastating loss of life in the 

country. This year marks the 75th Anniversary of that occasion, just as 8th May 

marked the same anniversary of VE Day.  Unfortunately, as we were in 

lockdown for the former date, we were unable to share in any formal 

commemorations as a country.  As I write, and with lockdown having eased, 

it is possible there will be special events to mark the date in August. 

World War I is often called the Great War, the war to end all wars.  Sadly, 

WWII followed and since then many wars have taken place in different parts 

of the world.  Wars rarely achieve anything positive, but much heartache and 

suffering devastates human lives, and different nations instead. 

As I look at the world today, I see many areas of conflict, unrest, 

disagreement, and I wonder if peace in the world is possible. 

Jesus encourages us to live at peace with one another and to be at peace 

with him.  When things go wrong, we rarely turn to God first.  We often tell 

our family and friends about our troubles, and only come to God as a last 

resort. 

The American Evangelist, Joyce Meyer, asked the question about what you 

do when calamity strikes.  She says ’Do you reach for the phone or do you go 

to the throne?’  Her comment is worth contemplating.  It is helpful to be 

surrounded by helpful family and friends, but it is also good to know that we 

can talk to God at any time, any place, anywhere, and he will be listening.  

That is a real comfort. 

As we remember the end of WWII, recall the peace we have today and how 

much we appreciate it.  Make the most of the peaceful days in your life.  And 

when troubles strike, which they will for all of us from time to time, don’t 

forget to go to God, He is available 24/7 and will be pleased to hear from you. 

May God’s peace be with you, 
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We hope by the time you read this newsletter we will have reopened the 

church for Sunday Services. A video service will continue to be available on 

the Church website, and other services are available online and to download. 

Current, and previous, video services can be accessed on the Winchester Road 

Methodist Website. 

(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk) 

 

Services for August 
Even though we may be able to hold services in church, services 

will continue to be videoed for the church website. 
 
Sunday 2nd August – Rev. Hilary Cheng 

Sunday 9th August – Peter Dawe – (Video Service in church)  

Sunday 16th August – Norman Grigg (Gillian Farnfield -video) 

Sunday 23rd August – Rev Hilary Cheng 

Sunday 30th August–  Dallion Roye 

 

 
 

God of wind and dove and fire, speak freedom, peace and 

change over lands divided by war and by creed. Speak 

refreshment, assurance and warmth over lives afflicted by 

exhaustion and illness. Speak integrity, humility and challenge 

over churches crippled by fear and finances. Speak calm, 

gentleness and comfort over lives broken by grief 

and loss. Speak power, anointing and healing over 

each one of us, that there may be new beginnings, 

and a catalyst for change.  Amen. 

http://www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk/
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The Circuit is looking for new Circuit Stewards, and a new 
Safeguarding Officer.  
 Please consider these posts carefully.   
If you can help, please speak to Hilary Cheng 

 
 

The London District are also advertising a number of posts, including: 
 

Advanced Safeguarding Trainers (voluntary) 
Receptionist /Administrator (Hinde Street) 

Pastoral Worker (Enfield) 
Migrant Support Worker (Wanstead & Woodford) 

 
Please look on the Methodist Website for further information. 

 
 

Following this year’s Conference you can view the “Conference 

Business Digest” from  

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-

conference/conference-2020/the-conference-business-digest/ 

 There were some particular resolutions which asked for 

action or response in local churches and circuits, which, in the 

attached, are summarised under the headings ‘Inclusive 

Methodist Church’, ‘3Generate’ and ‘Oversight and 

Trusteeship’.  

The Methodist Conference will meet in Birmingham from 24th 

June – Ist July 2021 

  

 

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline.  
2 Timothy 1:7 NIVUK 
 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2020/the-conference-business-digest/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2020/the-conference-business-digest/
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Roger and Janice’s Walks 

Once lockdown eased a little and we were able to meet in groups of up 

to 6 outdoors Roger and I have been leading walks in Epping Forest. 

We started with a walk from 

High Beech to the lost pond 

and back where we regularly 

encountered hungry mandarin 

ducklings. Many people who 

had no idea where the lost 

pond was have joined us for 

these walks. Latterly we also 

added on a short visit to 

Loughton Camp – an iron age 

settlement dating back to about 

500 BC – on our return to High 

Beech. 

Once we 

had 

taken 

everyone who wanted to go on this walk, we 

started looking for alternatives. A week or so 

ago we walked from High Beech to the Wake 

Valley Pond then on through the forest to the 

view over to Waltham Abbey.  

Next week we are going to walk to Gilwell 

Park from Bury Road car park where there is 

a wonderful view over the city. 

Roger and I walk almost every day and are very happy to tie our walk in 

with leading a group through the forest – if you are interested in doing 

one of the walks please get in touch and we will sort out a mutually 

convenient date. 
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Ron Taylor died on 6th July at St Ives.  

The funeral, on 21st July, was attended by the 

family and some friends, although numbers were 

still limited. (See flowers on front cover) Below are 

extracts from tributes given at the funeral.  

“My dad was born in Brandon Road off of Wood 
Street, the middle child of 5.  
Having been born in 1933, a lot of his formative 

years were disrupted by the war. Ron trained as a telecommunications 
engineer and he worked for British Telecom for nearly 40 years. He had a 
very intelligent mind and this remained sharp even towards the end when he 
couldn’t move so much in the care home. In some ways he was google before 
google was invented! When we were doing our homework, you could always 
go to dad and he’d know the answers, but was very good at getting us to 
work them out ourselves as opposed to just telling us. 
Mum and dad met while dad was playing cricket and mum used to go with a 
friend to chat up the cricketers! In his personal memoirs he wrote for us all 
he mentioned that he was now more in love with mum than ever before. 
Looking at the way that the two of you were together this was obvious.  
I’ll miss his sharp mind, his fairness, his sense of humour and his caring for us. 
You’re the best dad I could have asked for.” - Gary  
“So for those of you who do not know my name is Beth and last September 

I moved into secondary school and I have had some anxiety at school so my 

Grandad had always given me advice and now I’m just going to continue 

doing what he would have wanted me to and one of the things I loved about 

him was his sense of humour, for instance last week my family and I went 

camping and I know that if he saw us putting up the tent he would have 

been laughing his head off. Even though my Grandad is no longer with us 

and we can no longer see him he will always be with us in our hearts.  He 

has done a great job as a Grandad, Brother, Brother-in-law, Father, Father-

in-law, Husband I could go on for hours he was so kind.  I will always miss 

him.  Thank you for listening   Beth 
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Brenda Dowsett : -died on Saturday morning the 25th July.  Many of our older 

members will remember Brenda and her husband Vic.  They grew up 

together at Winchester and they were married here.  Brenda was a very 

active member, being amongst other things a Sunday School Teacher.  She 

was very involved in the life of the church. 

 

On a personal note.  Ron and I moved here in 1960 and quite by chance the 

following year we met on holiday.  We shared many things here at 

Winchester.  We ran a bazaar stall for many years.  I will never forget the 

smell of the fresh bread rolls she made; they were sold out in no time.  I also 

remember her and Vic sharing their times with Rosemary and Hilary in “the 

first ten minutes”. 

Brenda was a very talented water colourist and enjoyed her painting. 

Please remember Rosemary, Hilary and their families in your prayers. 

Dorothy Clarke 

Barbara Chapman received a letter from Grant Edwards recently. (extracts on 
p.8) The photo shows the group in Walthamstow, that later transferred to 
Winchester as the 21st. 
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 My brother Chris and I were members at Winchester Road until the 1960s, 
when he left Highams Park to train as a teacher and I moved to Basel in 
Switzerland for a number of years before returning, briefly to Chingford and 
finally relocating to Epping. My wife Lana and I are members of Potter Street 
Baptist Church in Harlow. 

I guess I must now be one of the oldest living members, or former members, 
at Winchester Road to have been christened there - on May 3 1937 - by the 
then minister, the Revd James Ellis. The christening certificate still exists 
among my possessions, along with a membership certificate of the Order of 
the Morning Star, awarded in 1949 and signed by the Revd. Gerald Lansley 
for my regular attendance at the Morning Sunday School. I wonder whether I 
deserved that certificate, as I'm reminded, I was expelled one week for bad 
behaviour. It's an incident I had, until recently, conveniently forgotten. 

Brian Easton and I were two of the eight founder members of the Church 
Scout Troop. Under Scoutmaster Ralph Franks, assisted by Ken Ward and Ian 
Semple, it began in late 1949 as the 14th Chingford (Livingstone) but was 
soon renamed the 21st Walthamstow.  

Slowly the Scout troop grew, and in 1953 a Senior Scout section was formed 
for those aged 15 or over. I remained actively involved, especially in 
arranging climbing trips to Snowdonia, until 1962, when I moved abroad. 
Although not active in the Scout Movement later in life, I chose three years 
ago to celebrate my 80th birthday with the family at Gilwell Park, with which 
I had had so many links, some going back more than 60 years. 

I do hope the present 21st Walthamstow troop is thriving and the boys enjoy 
their Scouting as much as I did 

Kindest regards      Grant (Edwards). 

Joan Dorney, known to those in ‘Care’ and Guiding, has died. Her funeral will 
be in Parndon Wood on 14th August. The family are hoping it will be online. 
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BRIDGES 

Let’s get this over.  I admit to getting distracted.  No, it’s not an age thing; I’ve 

always had that tendency but lately it’s on the increase.  Why bridges, then?  

Hilary and Leo are the culprits on account of their lovely garden with its artfully 

positioned Japanese bridges.  There really ought to be a sinuous stream as well 

but if you’re on a hill in Chingford, obviously there are gravitational difficulties.  

The word ‘bridge’, I have just discovered, has many meanings.  From school days, 

there was the Wheatstone bridge, something to do with electrical experiments, I 

vaguely recall.  Then everyone has that bit that joins the nose to the brow.  Violins, 

cellos, etc wouldn’t work without that little wooden piece that keeps the strings 

taut above the fingerboard.  You get them on ships; in your mouth if you’re 

unlucky enough to need big gaps in your teeth filled; a metal cross-shaped fitting 

on the end of a long stick to support a billiard cue when making long pots; a loan 

to get you over temporary financial hardship (topical in these Covid times) and 

many, many more bridge definitions. 

The sort of bridge, which comes to most people’s minds, is a structure spanning 

say a river or road. It may provide for the passage of people on foot or pack 

animal, water as in canal or aqueduct, road transport and railways.  I imagine very 

early examples were natural in the form of tree trunks falling across a stream and 

you still see this in places spanning the Ching.  A balk of timber would seem a next 

step.  Primitive manmade structures 

like stone clapper bridges still exist 

today in Devon and elsewhere.  They 

consist of stone slabs laid across 

rough piers or simply boulders but 

the spans were limited by shape, size 

and weight of what men could move.  

More than two metres would be 

tricky.  The name comes from the Latin claperius meaning ‘pile of stones’.   

While these clapper bridges certainly existed BC, the Romans seem to be the 

people who developed the circular stone arch in a form instantly recognisable.  

That they got the design right is beyond question but I wonder how many 

collapses happened in the process?  On my list of things to see, post Covid, are 

 



10 

the Pont du Gard aqueduct near Nimes and 

the bridge crossing the River Tagus at 

Alcantara.  The latter is 2000 years old and 

has individual spans of almost 100 feet.  Do 

any of you watch the television series 

World’s most scenic railway journeys?  

They have shown railways in France and 

Switzerland, which have the most amazing 

stone viaducts, staggering in their height, length and sheer beauty.  Our own 

country’s Ribble Head Viaduct is also a marvel to behold but all these 

constructions are at the limit of what can be built in stone. Let’s not forget the 

rope bridge, though.  The Spanish arrived in the Andes in the 1500’s to find the 

Incas had bridged terrifying river gorges by this method.  They were made using 

twisted natural fibres and some were as long as 150 feet.  The frequent high winds 

meant you needed to pick your timing carefully.  They lasted only a year and then 

had to be rebuilt.  The last person to cross at the end of the season must have 

been pretty brave.  Modern examples made of more durable materials abound 

such as the one at Carrick a Rede in Northern Ireland. 

Iron and then steel were the materials that gave engineers the huge advance in 

bridge building.  Ironbridge in Shropshire is named after Darby’s Iron Bridge, made 

with cast iron and opened in 1781, and it was the world’s first.  The span is 100 

feet, making it only fractionally longer than the Alcantara’s stone spans, built 

about 1800 years before.  So, limited progress, really.  The problem with cast iron 

is that, like stone, it is strong in compression but not in tension.  You can press 

really hard on the stuff but it’s not happy being stretched. 

Wrought iron had the advantage over cast iron in that it worked in tension as well, 

which allowed Brunel to design his Clifton suspension bridge using wrought iron 

chains.  The setting over the Avon Gorge is stunning and the span is 700 feet – an 

enormous leap from Darby’s 100-foot Iron Bridge. 

Steel marks out the latest all-purpose material.  It is strong but still has to be used 

with care and good design is vital. You may have heard of the Tay Bridge disaster 

in 1879, where the middle span collapsed in a fierce gale as a train was crossing.  

The calamity was put in verse by William McGonagall – often mocked for his style.  

The bridge had only been open for two years and the failure was put down to poor 
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design, bad workmanship in massively difficult construction conditions, possible 

excess train speed and the ferocious gale, probably 80mph.  There was a big loss 

of life.  Steel gave designers flexibility and led to the construction of what I think 

is the most elegant cantilever bridge ever built, and that is the Forth Rail Bridge.  

It opened in 1890 and is still going strong.  Another instantly recognisable steel 

arch bridge – span length 1650 feet - is the Sidney Harbour Bridge built in 1932.  

Just a few years later the age of the suspension bridge with steel cables had really 

arrived. 

The classic suspension bridge, known worldwide, must be the Golden Gate Bridge 

in San Francisco.  The span has now jumped to 4200 feet making it the longest in 

the world at the time.  That was beaten in 1981 by the Humber Bridge, at over 

4600 feet, again a world record. By contrast, the present longest single span is the 

Akashi-Kaikyo bridge in Japan at 6532 feet.  But let’s go back in time. 

I was introduced to the Tacoma Narrows 

Bridge during my student days when 

studies included Civil Engineering.  It is a 

real-life disaster movie caught on film in 

1942 and an example of ‘if things can go 

wrong, they will’.  If you have access to 

the Internet, I urge you to ‘Google’ 

Tacoma Narrows and look at the You 

Tube clips of its spectacular demise.  It 

puts the wobbly Millennium Bridge into perspective!  The effect of the wind was 

to cause aeroelastic flutter (too much roughage in the diet?) leading to the final 

cataclysm, and not resonance, as initially assumed.  As far as I know, there were 

no casualties.  Lessons were learned, though, and Golden Gate was strengthened 

in 1954 to prevent a similar occurrence. 

Let me finish with one or two different versions of bridges.  In 1970 Simon and 

Garfunkel released a compelling song Bridge over troubled water, something 

joining the hearts of millions by words and music.  And in these trying times we 

have the likes of Zoom, Skype, WhatsApp and many more, I am sure, linking us by 

digital bridges.  This incredible technology, whilst having its potential for mischief 

and damage, has been a blessing for most of us.       David Watson 
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A Date for your Diary? 

 

Thursday 10th September.  Mulberry House Ladies Days. 

Fiona Hendley. John 3v2. 10am -3.30pm 

£25. including lunch and refreshments. 

(This was previously scheduled for 9th July.) 

Please speak to  Barbara Chapman asap for further details. 

 

 

London District Christmas Card Competion 

Show the District the Christmas story in words and pictures through our 

Christmas Card Design competition. The competition is open to all ages 

and the winner gets to have their cards distributed across the District.  
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For those visiting 

Connaught Water, I 

found these pictures 

of the raft races, held 

there in the 1980’s. 

My earliest memories 

of this, now more tranquil, place! 

CARE Highams Park 

As reported last month the Care Lunch at the beginning of September has 
been cancelled. 

The management committee will meet in September to discuss future events 
and other issues relating to Care.  

         

Foodbank 
‘Eat and Heat’ are now only operating on Mondays from 10 -12. 
Information about particular requests for donations can be found on the 
church website and the church Facebook page.   
Donations can be dropped off Chingford Congregational Church during these 
hours or at Pat Ovenden’s. 

 

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  
Hebrews 4:16 NIVUK  
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Pulpits and Lecterns. 

During this Covid 19 lockdown the church has been closed for worship and so 

we have 'visited' other places where a service could be found. Like John Wesley 

our minister Hilary has preached in the open air from her garden in Chingford; 

BBC TV attended a number of Anglican Cathedrals; I have dipped into 'live 

streaming' from Wesley's Chapel City Road on the computer.   

I know that a church is more than a building, it is a worshipping community, 

but it has made me look at the furnishings in the different places of worship. 

Writing in The Methodist Recorder in 2008 the late Revd. Dr. Kenneth Greet 

wrote 'Methodist buildings are on the whole fairly plain, occasionally verging 

on the ugly; most of our churches have a table, a font, a lectern and a pulpit 

and each of these has symbolic as well as practical value, they are reminders 

of what the church is all about.'  

As a Heritage Steward (the 

posh title given to those of 

us who welcome and guide 

visitors to Wesley's  

Chapel) I point to the lofty 

pulpit which is in the 

middle just in front of the 

of  the sanctuary and say 'It 

was placed there because 

preaching is at the centre 

of Methodism'. Kenneth 

Greet wrote ' The pulpit is the place from which the gospel is preached and for 

me it is holy space' though he admits it is not the only place from which the 

gospel can be preached. The word pulpit comes from the Latin pulpitum, a 

raised platform from where a speaker could be more easily seen and heard 

and over time it became the name of the place from where the gospel was 

preached. During the eighteenth century many Anglican churches introduced 

a 'three decker pulpit', a pulpit with three levels. From the topmost level the 

gospel was preached, from the mid-level the Bible was read and from ground 

level the hymns were led. Though at Winchester Road the pulpit is within and 

on the right of the sanctuary. When in the pulpit the Preacher can see the 
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congregation and what is more important, they can see him/her. Despite 

having the two lower decks removed the pulpit in Wesley's Chapel is high and 

impressive. Kenneth Greet found only one Biblical reference 'And Ezra the 

scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood .... And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 

all the people;(for he was above all the people). And when he opened it, all the 

people stood up ' KJV Nehemiah 8 v 4 and 5. The Good News Bible replaces the 

word pulpit with platform. 

From my viewing of services, I noticed that Anglican Lecterns, from where the 

Bible is read are often brass eagles with outstretched wings. Wikipedia tells me 

that the symbolism of the eagle derived from the belief that the bird was 

capable of staring into the sun and that Christians 

similarly were able to gaze unflinchingly at the 

revelation of the divine word. Alternatively, the 

eagle was believed to be the bird that flew highest 

in the sky and was therefore closest to heaven, and 

symbolised the carrying of the word of God to the 

four corners of the world.  The eagle often stands 

on a globe which represents the world. In art a 

tradition grew up linking the eagle with the apostle 

John regarded by some as the most inspired of the 

four gospels.  

I cannot leave this topic without reference to Edward Burns' hymn  

We have a gospel to proclaim, good news for all throughout the earth;  
 (StF 418) 
Burns was a Lancashire born Anglican priest, born in 1938, who served all his 

career in the Blackburn diocese and wrote the hymn to accompany four 

meetings organised to focus on the preaching mission of the church. The 

central verses being.... Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, Tell of his death at 

Calvary, Tell of that glorious Easter morn, Tell of his reign at God's right hand.  

It concludes with a verse beginning  

This gospel-message we proclaim: we sing his glory tell his worth. 

Allen Steel August 2020 
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I believe churches are meant for praising God.  But 

so are 2am car rides, showers, coffee shops, the 

gym, conversations with friends, strangers, etc.  

Don’t let a building confine your faith because we 

will never change the world by just going to church, 

we need to be the church. 
 

Shoeboxes 

 

I will be starting to fill the shoeboxes in September, we have 64 

shoeboxes already covered, but I do need about another 40 if we do 

about the same number as previous years. 

 

I will be able to buy sweets soon as they must be in date by next March 

and I have been given some money for this, but I do get through a lot of 

sweets, they must be wrapped and little packets are best probably.  I 

have been given felt pens and coloured pencils but again I put five or 

six in each box so they go very quickly and more are needed.  Soaps, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes and flannels also go very quickly, I usually buy 

these all year round when I do my normal shopping but I'm unable to 

this year.  I am getting lots of lovely things to go into the boxes and if 

you are able to get down to church you can leave items there marked 

shoeboxes or otherwise, I can come to your house to collect 

things.                                                                               Sylvia Dixon  
 

 

I nearly got arrested last week 

I was camping in Wales the other week when I got 

stopped by a policeman. Apparently he thought I 

was loitering within tent.  
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PARCHMENT CARDS 

During lockdown I have been trying to keep myself 
busy by making cards and knitting toys for the shoe 
boxes.  I have had a few orders for special cards 
and wondered if anyone is interested in buying 
any.  All proceeds go to the Church. 

I have been an optimist and have made cards for the 
Bazaar.  Not knowing if this will happen, I wondered 
if anyone would be interested in buying some now.  I 
can keep to all the regulations for social distancing.  I 
have a porch which has a small table.  I could put 
boxes of cards to be looked through.  

I can do any design to order.  Names, dates etc can 
be put on them to personalise them. Birthday, 
Christmas, Wedding, Baby congratulations, New Home etc.  

Delivery is no problem.  They can be 
collected and Pat 
Ovenden and Jan 
Dent are willing to 
help to deliver or they 
could be posted. 

Please contact me if 
you are interested 
phone  02085275893 

or email dorothy.b.clarke1@gmail.com 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

What did the postcard say to the stamp? 

Stick with me and we’ll go places.   

mailto:dorothy.b.clarke1@gmail.com


18 

 

Other Organisations and contacts 

 

                        58    Hall Lane, Chingford, E4 8E    0208 558 5512 
    

                                                              info@ageukwalthamforest.org.uk 
 
Age UK Waltham Forest are continuing to support people during 

covid –They are still providing shopping, befriending and information 

and advice services. From Monday 6th July London Borough of 

Waltham Forest handed back to us the prescription pick up service – 

They have been in touch with everyone that still needs support getting 

their medication but if you do require support and haven’t heard from 

them please contact us directly on 0208 558 5512 or email 

info@ageukwalthamforest.org.uk. They have had a look at exactly 

how many people they have supported and in what way they have 

been supported them. It’s quite astounding when you look at this in its 

totality – in 15 weeks  8 staff members and 405 volunteers have had 

27,055 contacts with 2,406 people across all of our services. 

They are now starting to investigate how to reopen their building 

safely and are looking at a number of options including using the 

garden space to host tai chi and yoga sessions, changing the layout of 

our reception and purchasing PPE for staff. “Please bear with us – we 

will open as soon as we feel it is safe to do so. We are also continuing 

to fundraise to support our work – if you would like to make a 

donation this can be done via this link 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donation-

web/charity?charityId=1016426 or by post to the address above.”  

Free activities They are still holding their exercise classes and 

computer classes online, and have also added some special interest 

talks. They are all free to attend during lockdown and you can sign up 

by emailing info@ageukwalthamforest.org.uk – they use a programme 

called Zoom and will send you a link. You click the link at the 

appointed time and follow the on-screen instructions until you see the 

team. You can do this on any desktop computer, laptop, or tablet that 

has a microphone and camera. For a desktop you might need to plug in 

a web cam (includes a microphone). 
 

 

58 Hall Lane, Chingford, E4 8E    0208 558 5512 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/walthamforest/
mailto:info@ageukwalthamforest.org.uk
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Highams Park Planning Group 
 

Proposed Redevelopment of Chingford Library & Assembly Hall 
 

A group of Chingford residents, linked to the Love North Chingford 
group, has concerns about the proposed high rise development of 

Chingford Library and Assembly Rooms. They are lobbying the Council 
for more community engagement about this proposal and would like 

support from other people across the Borough as they are concerned it 
could set a precedent for building across other conservation areas in 

the borough - from Walthamstow Village to Woodford Green! 
If you would like to find out more please click on this 

link: https://highamspark.london/community/news/porposed-
redevelopment-of-chingford-assembly-hall-and-library/ 

 
Call for Scout Leaders in Highams Park  

Scouts in Highams Park are on the lookout for more leaders. The 21st 

Walthamstow Scouts meet in Winchester Road Methodist Church E4 

9JP on a Wednesday evening from 7.30pm to 9pm. To find out more 

and how to volunteer, please click on this 

link: https://highamspark.london/community/news/call-for-volunteers-

21st-walthamstow-scout-group/ 

 

 
 

Spirit of fire, warm us with your everlasting love. 
Spirit of wind, blow away hurtful words that 
damage relationships. 
Spirit of earthquake, carry away our fears. 
Spirit of breeze, restore our peace with your 
calming breath. 
Spirit of the living God, speak to us in words 
we can understand.                                                   

Amen. 

 

https://highamspark.london/community/news/porposed-redevelopment-of-chingford-assembly-hall-and-library/
https://highamspark.london/community/news/porposed-redevelopment-of-chingford-assembly-hall-and-library/
https://highamspark.london/community/news/call-for-volunteers-21st-walthamstow-scout-group/
https://highamspark.london/community/news/call-for-volunteers-21st-walthamstow-scout-group/
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London Borough of Waltham Forest. 

On Sunday 5 July, we illuminated the Assembly Hall blue to mark the 
72nd birthday of the NHS. We are so grateful for the continuous hard work 
and dedication displayed by our NHS and all our key workers, who have 
worked throughout lockdown. Thank you to our NHS workers who have 
worked so hard to care for us and our loved ones. 

We're pleased to announce that from Monday 13 July, Hale End Library 
will also reopen. Chingford library reopen on Monday 27 July. There are 
additional measures in place to ensure for the safety of both library users 
and staff – please follow the guidance. Extra cleaning will be undertaken, 
but we also urge visitors to take personal responsibility in wiping down 
shared equipment, and queues may be introduced to manage the number 
of people in the building. Please bear with us as we all get used to the new 
arrangements in place. 

Playgrounds, multi-use games areas and outdoor gyms have re-opened 
and we're so glad to see the majority of residents using these responsibly. 
We have introduced regular cleaning, so you may see our teams out and 
about keeping these shared spaces safe. However, we are asking that 
anyone using the shared facilities continues to follow social distancing, 
avoid busy times, and do not use equipment if you or anyone in your 
household has coronavirus symptoms, or are clinically vulnerable.   

From the 25 July 2020, Better Leisure Centres at Leytonstone LC. Leyton 
Gym, Walthamstow, The Feel Good Centre and Chingford will reopen to 
the public. Facilities at Leyton Leisure Centre and Feel Good Too will open 
at a later date. In line with government advice, they will be operating a 
booking system for people to attend the gym, fitness classes, and 
swimming pools. Please do not turn up without having booked a slot 
before arrival. There will be additional hygiene stations for visitors, and we 
ask residents to turn up ‘gym/pool ready’ and to avoid changing rooms and 
showers.   

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a huge impact on the construction, 
entertainment, and hospitality industries – however, in some good news, 
the project to restore Walthamstow’s iconic former EMD cinema has been 
able to proceed without any delay. The partnership between the Council 
and Soho Theatre will create a 950-seat theatre with a bar and restaurant 
space in the heart of the borough. After the project was agreed at Planning 
Committee on Tuesday 2 June, the contractor Willmott Dixon has been 
able to undertake initial survey work and, through careful project 
management, there should not be significant delays as we work toward a 
launch event in spring 2022. 



21 

 



22 

 

  



23 

Back in Church! 
The church was open, 

although entry was 

through the Hub. 

Bruce was back at 

the organ, and 

Hilary in the 

pulpit.          The congregation safely seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No refreshments  

But time for a brief chat! 

Next week will be a video service in 

church. You must wear a mask  next 

Sunday. And it would be useful to let your 

Pastoral leader know if you are coming. 
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And finally. In July Beth released the butterflies 

she had been raising and this strange family of 

mallards were seen on the lake. Known as a 

‘Manky’ Mallard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern and follow 
God’s direction. 
Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through the life of the 
church and outreach to the community. 
We promote worship and fellowship enabling us to grow towards God. 
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome. 
 

OUR STEWARDS: 
Senior Steward: Carole Merriman 
Stewards: Janet Evans, Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden.  
 

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:     Laura Pease 
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR SETEMBER’S NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem, 

prayer or item of interest, please contact Jan Dent on 
jdent7@gmail.com or 07751603883 

Deadline to submit items: Monday24th August 

 

 
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website. 

mailto:jdent7@gmail.com

