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Dear All, 

Writing, as I am, in mid-February, and not knowing what the next update on 

the lockdown situation from the government will look like, I want to share 

some thoughts about the wilderness with you. 

Have you ever been in a wilderness, physically or metaphorically?  Maybe as 

you look back over the last three months, during which for much of the time, 

our movements have been severely restricted life has felt a bit like a desert. 

Sometimes I have thought of this time as a wilderness, a time of bleakness, 

dull and drab, with little to brighten the passing days.  If you feel anything like 

I do, you long for a change of scenery, different company, to see friends and 

family again, to go out for coffee, to sit and chat with each other, the social 

aspects of life that we used to enjoy, and dare I say, took for granted until 

this past year. 

In the church calendar, we are now in the season of Lent, a period of 46 days, 

including the Sundays, which take us from Ash Wednesday to Easter Eve. The 

Bible tells us that for the forty days before Jesus began his earthly ministry, 

he entered the wilderness, in order to deepen his relationship with God.  

During those 40 days, Jesus was tempted by the devil, he must have been 

hungry and thirsty and was exposed to the elements.  But he also drew closer 

to God, so that when he began his ministry, he was ready to go out and serve 

the people he had come to work among and to save. 

All aspects of life have their ups and downs.  Each job of work has its good 

points, as well as things we don’t enjoy.  Raising children comes with its joys 

and sorrows.  Church life has its high points as well as its low ones. The 

weather throws all sorts at us, lots of rain this winter, some freezing 

temperatures and snow, delighting the children, but sending many of us 

scurrying back indoors to sit by the fire. And then there are beautiful blue 

skies, and temperatures of 11 degrees that make it feel like spring after the 

sub-zero temperatures of a week ago. Our own lives have days that are good 

and others that are not as good. 
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The wilderness is a place of opposites, of challenging circumstances on the 

one hand, but also of spiritual enlightenment on the other hand. 

On several occasions I have likened this latest lockdown to a time in the 

wilderness, when there have been struggles to work through, seemingly one 

after the other.   But there have been lighter moments in some of the phone 

calls made, zoom coffee mornings, and reconnecting with friends near and 

far, many of which have brightened an otherwise mundane day. 

As we journey through Lent during the next six weeks, remind yourself that if 

you have given something up, or taken something on for the duration of Lent, 

that what you are aiming to do through this, is to broaden your relationship 

with God. In order to do that, we do have to put time aside to be with God 

and give him time to speak to us. So, whatever you have chosen to do, look 

at it positively, and think about the benefits that Lent will bring. 

May God continue to walk with us in the days and weeks to come. 

 

 

Lent Courses: The circuit have offered a choice of courses to join, using the 
materials in ‘Woven’ Produced by the London District. These started on the 
week beginning 22nd February, but if you wanted to join one for the final few 
sessions, please contact Hilary.  
(Tel 8524 3549 or hilary@chengs.org.uk) 

 

 

A Puzzle 
What is the connection between the tune ‘Horsley’- to which Mrs 
Alexander’s hymn There is a green hill is usually set and the 
railway and ship engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel? 
 
Answer on page 11 
Peter Dawe 
  
 

 

http://www.justintarte.com/2011/12/top-10-questions-to-ask-yourself-in.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Services for March/April 

Below are the services on the plan, but at the moment the church 
building is not open. Therefore all services will be on the website. 

Video services are available on the church website 

(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk) each week. 

These are uploaded on a Saturday evening and can be watched at 

anytime. Previous services are also available on the website. 

Sun. 7th March: – Rev. Hilary Cheng (Uniformed Organisations) 

Sun.14th March: – Rev Hilary Cheng(Mothering Sunday)  

21st March: – Gillian Farnfield (Passion Sunday) 

Sun. 28th March: – Peter Dawe (Palm Sunday) 

Thurs.1st April: - Peter Dawe (Maundy Thusday) 

Fri. 2nd April: Rev. Hilary Cheng (Good Friday) 

Sun. 4th April: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (Easter Sunday) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Prayers and Pastoral Messages: 
You can find prayers and other information on the Methodist site below, or 
dial a prayer the phone lines listed. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/prayers-during-

the-coronavirus-pandemic/dial-a-prayer/ 
Prayer: 0808 281 2514 
Pastoral message from the President and Vice-President: 0808 281 2695 
Methodist Podcast: 0808 281 2478  
You can find further information about what is happening in the Methodist 
Church on: https://www.methodist.org.uk/ 
 
or: - Listen to a Daily Hope message from the Archbishop of Canterbury:  
0800 804 8044.  

http://www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/prayers-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/dial-a-prayer/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/prayers-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/dial-a-prayer/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/
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Shoeboxes 

I know it is months before we start packing the shoeboxes, but I am 

already getting some lovely things for them. Many of you are knitting 

hats, mittens and scarves - great. I am already covering boxes in 
Christmas paper (something to do in lockdown). and I do need more 

medium sized boxes. 

This is the time of the church jumble sale and I usually get bags of cars, 

puzzles, handbags for girls, and pretty things, cuddly toys, games etc. 

These will be the items I will be short of. I am getting items from the 
tub in the Hub and recently picked up a sealed bag with colouring 

books, and lots of lovely toys (thank you whoever put them there.) 
Items can be put in the tub, brought to my house, or phone me and I will 

pick them up from you. 

Other items like toothbrushes, toothpaste, girl’s hair accessories, small 
musical instruments, boys like toys that make a noise!! I know it is 

difficult to get out to buy at the moment but maybe you can have a turn 
out at home, as long as they are in a reasonable condition. Thank you, 

Sylvia. 

We would like to thank everyone who continues to give to the church in 
both time and money. Jean particularly wishes to thank the kind person 

who left an anonymous donation to the Church of £100.00 in the 

Church letterbox in February.                 Jean Norton - Church Treasurer 

                         

 

 

Zoom Service!  
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We are sad to announce that Josie (Graham’s Mum) passed away on Friday 

19th February. She was at home and Pam and Graham were there. She will be 

sorely missed, and our thoughts are with the whole family. Pam is glad to say 

that Josie’s cat, Tigger, has now found a new home. 

 

Roger Ambrose died on 22nd December after a long illness. Our thoughts are 
with Anne and the family. 

 
 

Happy 1st Birthday to our ‘Lockdown Babies’ born 
in March 2019 

 
Isaac & Eli  – 19th March 

Blessing – 31st March 

Happy birthday also to Rachel who celebrated her 50th.   
                                birthday on 21st Feb. with 150 virtual guests! 

Our thoughts will be with Ethan (born in June), Rose, Gareth, Peter & 

Lindy, as he has planned surgery this month. 

 

Please note that Chris and Allen announced the birth of their GREAT 
Granddaughter, whose name is Eliza ROBYN. Apologies from the editor. 
 

We remember all members of our Church community who are suffering at 
the moment from, bereavement, ill health and isolation. It is good that so 
many have had their first vaccination and we look forward to a time when 
restrictions can be eased, and we can meet with family and friends again. 
 

 
“Be still. When words just won’t come, Lord listen to our 
silence. When the sadness in our hearts feels deeper than the 
sea, let the tide of your love wash over us. When grief 
overwhelms us in the maelstrom of life and death, breathe 
your calming peace into us”.            
Rosalind Parker, Local Preacher in Wiltshire 
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This message was received from Grant, a former member at 
Winchester whose story was in the August edition: 
 “I recall my own personal involvement with the newsletter 
some seventy years ago in the late 1940s, when I helped my father deliver 
copies of a special Winchester News Christmas edition featuring a smiling 
Gerald Lansley (the minister) on the front cover. As a lad of about eleven 
years old, I walked the streets of Highams Park, diligently posting copies 
through everyone's letterbox. 
There would have been nothing remarkable about that, had it not been for 
the furious reaction of one resident in Selwyn Avenue, who hadn't bothered 
to look on his doormat and thought I had been playing "knock down ginger". 
He chased me down the road, shouting imprecations at me, till my father saw 
what was happening and intervened.  
Sadly, I don't remember details of the rather heated conversation that took 
place, but I have clear memories of the surly resident still muttering to 
himself as he turned back towards his house. Perhaps he felt rather foolish! 
I've often wondered whether he bothered to read the message of goodwill in 
Winchester News when he eventually picked it up from his doormat.”  
Grant 

 

Prayer for Families 
Dear Father God, 
In this month, when we especially think about mothers, we thank you for the 
families and friends you have given us. You know how hard it has been to 
have been separated over these past months, how much we have missed and 
longed for their hugs, their physical presence and fellowship. 
As we hold on to the hope of overcoming the pandemic, help us to be 
strengthened by the power of the love we receive – and to strengthen others 
by the love we give. 
May we know that, wherever we are, whatever our circumstances, we and 
our loved ones are held safe and connected by your unfailing love for us, 
revealed in Jesus – who is alive – and from whom nothing, no pandemic, no 
man-made turmoil, absolutely nothing and no-one can separate us, when we 
put our trust in Him. 
Thank you, Father, that we belong to your family. Thank you 
for the love and security we have in you. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
By Daphne Kitching 
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A month in Lent 

In mid-February, on Shrove Tuesday, many of you will have followed tradition 

and used up the larder's eggs, fats and milk to make pancakes in anticipation 

of the forty days of Lent which began the next day, Ash Wednesday. The day 

is named from the service of Shriving in which worshippers ask for forgiveness 

of their sins and receive it (Absolution) Sadly today it is only remembered as 

Pancake Day. According to a local legend in the village of Olney in 

Buckinghamshire a woman was cooking pancakes when she heard the church 

bell calling people to the Shrove Tuesday service. In a panic she rushed off to 

the church wearing her pinafore and clutching the pan with its pancake. This 

led to an annual 

pancake race, first held 

in 1445, that is still run 

today.  Runners must 

toss their pancake 

twice, once at the 

beginning of the race 

and then at the finishing 

line.  

Different traditions can be found in other places, these include parades with 

bands and people dressed in garish costumes marking the end of several days 

of lively celebrations notably in New Orleans USA and in Roman Catholic 

France where the season is called 'Mardi Gras' (Fat Tuesday). 

 The first three Gospels all record the temptations which Jesus faced for forty 

days in the desert going without food at the beginning of his preaching mission. 

(Matthew 4 v1-2). It is a time when we prepare ourselves to remember the 

events of Easter and celebrate the Resurrection. Some people fast during Lent, 

for example going without lunch or snacks for a set period, while others give 

up particular foods, such as meat or treats like chocolate, biscuits, coffee or 

alcohol. Many Christians favour more positive activities such as following a 

Bible reading programme or joining with others in group study and discussions. 

Ecumenical groups meeting in churches or homes have become a feature of 

Lent in many places but this year Covid 19 restrictions have put a stop to this 

unless the internet can facilitate it. 
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According to my diary there are other events this year which I could celebrate 

at this time. The Welsh will mark St. David's Day on March 1st, and the Irish St 

Patrick's Day on March 17th.  The fourth Sunday in Lent is kept as Mother's 

Day when we remember our Mothers and some people return to their 'mother 

church' which is identified as the church where they were baptised. This last 

tradition harks back to the days when many young women were servants in 

the houses of the 'well to do' and were granted a day off for this purpose. One 

day I am looking forward to is Saturday 20th March, the Vernal Equinox, the 

day when night and day are the same length. From then on, the days will 

lengthen reminding me that this is the meaning of the word Lent. It is also 

officially, the beginning of Spring as the garden comes into life, the first 

snowdrops appear, our camellia bush will bloom and grass cutting will begin.   

The last Sunday in Lent is the day when we recall Jesus entering Jerusalem 

riding on a donkey to be greeted by cheering crowds who shouted " Praise to 

David's son. Bless him who comes in the name of the Lord ". They laid their 

cloaks on the ground in front of him and cut branches from the trees waving 

them enthusiastically. Winchester Road like many churches marks this event 

by giving worshippers simple palm crosses to take and keep. The hymn 'Tell me 

the stories of Jesus', written for Baptist Sunday Schools by William H Parker 

and printed in the old Methodist Hymn Book (858) and the Methodist Sunday 

School Hymn Book (136) has a Palm Sunday verse which has stayed in my 

memory.  

Into the city I'd follow, the 
children's band. 
Waving a branch of the palm 
tree, High in my hand; 
One of his heralds, Yes, I would 
sing. 
Loudest hosannas Jesus is King! 
 

  

A Palm Sunday procession in Jerusalem                          Allen Steel, March 2021 
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What else can we celebrate in March? (Here are just a few) 

19th March: St Joseph’s Day -patron saint of fathers and holy 

death. Joseph’s gentleness and decency towards Mary, and his willingness to 
do God’s will when it was revealed to him, portray him as a kind and godly 
person. Joseph is the patron saint of fathers of families, and he makes an 
excellent example. He comes across as a protecting, loyal, thoughtful, self-
controlled person, full of integrity, and willing to work hard. Who wouldn’t 
want a father like that? He is also the patron saint of all who desire a holy 
death. Thus, countless churches, hospitals and religious congregations are 
dedicated to Joseph. 
 
25th March: Lady Day - This beautiful event (Luke 1:26-38) took place in 
Nazareth, when Mary is already betrothed to Joseph. The Archangel Gabriel 
comes to Mary, greets her as highly favoured, tells her not to be afraid, that 
she will bear a son Jesus, and that her elderly cousin Elizabeth is already 
pregnant. 
 

Hilary shared this with us:  
Do You want to Fast This Lent? in the words of Pope Francis 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
Fast from worries and have trust in God. 
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.  

 

May the strength of God pilot us, may the wisdom of God instruct 
us, may the hand of God protect us, may the word of God direct 
us. Be always ours this day and for evermore. – St Patrick  
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Did you know? 
The clue lies in the name.  The tune was 
written by William Horsley an organist and 
composer who was a friend of 
Mendelssohn.  He was the father of Mary 
Horsley, who married Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel and so, was his father -in-law. 
Peter Dawe 
 

Mary Burgoine spotted this in ’The Ipplepen Parish Magazine’: 
 
“Please be careful because people are going crazy from being locked 
down at home! I was just talking about this with the microwave and 
toaster while drinking my tea, and we all agreed that things are getting 
bad. I didn’t mention any of this to the washing machine, because she 

puts a different spin on everything! Certainly, I couldn’t share with the 
fridge-cause he’s been acting cold and distant. 
In the end the iron straightened me out. She said the situation isn’t all 
that pressing and all the wrinkles will soon get ironed out. The vacuum 

cleaner, however, was very unsympathetic…. told me to just suck it up! 
But the fan was very optimistic and gave me hope that it will all blow 
over soon. 
The toilet looked a bit flushed, but didn’t say anything when I asked its 
opinion, but the front door said I was getting unhinged and the 
doorknob told me to get a grip! You can just about guess what the 

curtains told me….’to pull myself together’.  
We will survive this…keep warm and keep safe everyone....and keep 
the humour!” 

 
Lord of our windswept lives shelter us today in the lee of your 
presence. Still our blustering insecurities, our stormy protests, 
our billows of indignation, our squalls of regret. Give us 
harbour time in the deep, calm, safe water of your grace and 
love. Amen.   
Barbara Gleeson, President of Methodist Conference 2019/2020 

http://www.justintarte.com/2011/12/top-10-questions-to-ask-yourself-in.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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World Day of Prayer     5th March  

 “Build on a Strong Foundation”    

Every year, on the first Friday in March, a service is 

prepared by Christians in a particular country. We are 

encouraged to hold a service on that Friday, so that 

worship and prayer can be shared across the world. The 

service, for Friday 5th March 2021, is titled ‘Build on a Strong Foundation’ and 

has been written by Christian women in Vanuatu. This year we will not be 

able to hold a service in the usual way but you are invited to watch the video 

‘Introducing Vanuatu’ on the website (www.wwdp.org.uk)  and worship 

quietly in your own home on that day, by lighting a candle and having a stone 

to hold as you pray and make a commitment to God.  

“Everlasting God, we ask you to help us stand for peace in our families, and our 

nations. We commit the leaders and people of Vanuatu into your wise hands. We want 

to stand against the forces of injustice present in our nations. Give us this authority 

over our islands and nations. We pray that we can live in unity, love and peace in the 

context of ethnic and cultural diversity like Vanuatu and so many other places around 

the world. We remember people living in places prone to disasters and the hazards of 

cyclones, hurricanes and volcanoes. Almighty God protect communities from disasters 

and suffering. Heal the souls of the people and let them feel your love. We pray for the 

Christian community in Vanuatu, that they may extend God’s justice and love to 

everyone. May they be a living example of a community built on the strong foundation 

of Christ,” Amen 

____________________________________________________________________ 

“God the house-builder uses each one of us as a stone to build a strong foundation of 
love. Will we make the commitment to build our lives on this foundation? Will we hear, 
and will we act?” 
“May our lives be built on a strong foundation. In God we stand!”  

 

 

Each year donations are made to fund projects in the UK and around the 

world. If you would like to make a donation, please contact Mary Burgoine: 

Mary.Burgoine@virginmedia.com 

mailto:Mary.Burgoine@virginmedia.com
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A prayer from All We Can, Methodist relief and development: 

“Heavenly God, we bring before you the many people around the 

world facing extreme poverty due to the climate crisis. We pray for 

those now living with food shortages and uncertain crop yields, 

trapped in a cycle of debt in order to feed their families. We pray for 

local organisations that are working to tackle these difficulties and 

transform the lives of the communities most affected. May they be 

sustained and equipped to deal with the challenges they face. 

We pray for ourselves, Lord. That we would be good neighbours, 

paying attention to the needs of those on the frontline of the climate 

crisis and acting accordingly.” 

All We Can works in some of the world’s poorest communities to see every 

person’s potential fulfilled, see ‘www.allwecan.org.uk’. 

Young Church 
Thanks to Hilary and Leo, members of Biscuit Club were able to join a 
Zoom session during February, along with Adele and Jan. It was great 
to see one another, albeit on a screen, and have a chance to chat. They 
also took part in a scavenger hunt; we hope without too much 

disruption around the house! Leo preformed some magic and there 
was a video and discussion regarding Lent. It is hoped that another 
session can be arranged this month. 
Breaking News: - Next date 21st March (Further information to follow) 
 

3Generate 
If you wish to join future events, information can be found on the Methodist 
Website (www.methodist.org.uk) 
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EASTER GOODS/CARDS 

Easter Cards, money wallets, gift wrap and small toys are now available.  A 

selection is shown below but the full range is available in a ‘catalogue’.  

Orders can be emailed, phoned through or ordered personally and can be 

delivered, picked up from 19 Forest Drive, IG8 9NG or even posted.  

If you would like a catalogue and haven’t received one by email, then please 

contact me Maureenduncan@mac.com or phone 07590574801 – I will be 

happy to get one to you. 

All proceeds support the work of our church.  Most goods are 50p or less. 

Thank you for your support                                   

Maureen Duncan 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Puzzles, Money Wallets & Cards 

30p 
 
Easter cards 40p (see back page) 
 

 
 

Sylvia Dixon also has the current Traidcaft Catalogue. Please contact 

Sylvia if you would like  one. 

mailto:Maureenduncan@mac.com
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OUR MISSION 

We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern and follow 
God’s direction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through 
the life of the church and outreach to the community. We promote worship and 
fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.  
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome. 

OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman 
Stewards:  Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden.  
 
 

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:     Laura Pease 
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR APRIL’S NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem, prayer or 

item of interest, please contact Jan Dent -  jdent7@gmail.com or 
07751603883 

Deadline to submit items: Monday 22nd March 
 

 
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website. 

 

mailto:jdent7@gmail.com

