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Dear All, 

May is a month when I think of elections and the FA cup!  This year, we do 

indeed have local elections for the position of Mayor of London.  These will 

take place at the beginning of the month when we are invited to vote. 

Later in the month, the FA cup is held as the football season comes to a close 

for another year.  Normally crowds pour into Wembley Stadium to watch the 

big event.  This year however, I am sure spectators will be scaled down 

considerably, with most viewers watching on television. 

Like me, you may have appreciated the bright, sunny weather of recent days, 

with endless blue skies, and then cold temperatures at night, typical of this 

time of year.  It is good to watch nature unfold as trees come into leaf and 

flowers adorn gardens and parks.  The spring is a wonderful season, and so 

welcome after the long dark winter months. 

So far, the roadmap out of lockdown is going according to schedule, with the 

promise of further unlocking in the middle of the month, giving greater 

freedom, and a more normal feel to life.  We are told that at the same time 

as restrictions are lifted, we still need to be vigilant as we move towards 

greater freedom. 

Whilst we may not have appreciated the restrictions through the winter 

months, they have been effective in reducing the virus numbers, for which 

we must be grateful. 

As we rediscover socialising again, I don’t think we will ever take being 

together for granted again.  Often, it is not until something is taken from us 

that we realise how much we missed it. 

If you have missed going to church as opposed to watching the online church 

service at home, then please look forward as my three churches reopen for 

worship. We are well on the way towards being open again. 

‘May’ you know God’s blessings this month. 
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Services for May 

Services are now being held in the church every Sunday but video services 

are also available each week on the church 

website.(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk). 

(These are uploaded on a Saturday evening and can be watched at anytime. 

Previous services are also available on the website.) See p. 4 

Sun. 2nd May: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (communion) 

Sun. 9th May: - Norman Grigg 

Sun.16th May: - Heather Hall 

Sun.23rd May: - Cynthia Bonds 

Sun.30th May: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (incl. baptism – see p. 10) 

 

 

Over 45 people were able to share in the service on Easter Sunday. 
Many thanks to Hilary and Sylvia for decorating the church and the 
cross. (See front cover) 
 
 

 
 

Prayers and Pastoral Messages: 
You can find prayers and other information on the Methodist site below, or 
dial a prayer the phone lines listed. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/prayers-during-
the-coronavirus-pandemic/dial-a-prayer/ 
Prayer: 0808 281 2514 
Pastoral message from the President and Vice-President: 0808 281 2695 
Methodist Podcast: 0808 281 2478  
You can find further information about what is happening in the Methodist 
Church on: https://www.methodist.org.uk/ 
or: - Listen to a Daily Hope message from the Archbishop of Canterbury:  
0800 804 8044.  

 

 

http://www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/prayers-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/dial-a-prayer/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/prayers-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/dial-a-prayer/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/
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A Year worth recording! 

In March 2020 the country was suddenly ‘locked down’. This meant the 

church had to close. The planned services for Mothering Sunday and Easter 

could not take place. What were we to do? 

On 19th April, a video service was uploaded on to the church website for 

people to share. This was followed by others, and the video service for 11th 

April 2021 completed a whole year of recording. (55 services in total). 

Hilary and Leo have led over half of these services from their garden, even 

during very cold weather! We have enjoyed the sights, and sounds, from the 

garden throughout the year. Peter& Janet and Gillian have led many services, 

especially at the beginning of 2021, as well as Dallion, Samuel and Jonathan. 

Members of the three churches have also recorded readings, prayers and 

other items. This has all been made possible by the team: David, Richard, 

Laura and Pat. We are very grateful to all those who have made it possible for 

us to worship, even when the church was closed. The services have been 

shared, and appreciated, not only by members of Winchester, North and 

South Chingford but also people further afield. (See below) 

All these services are available on the website 

(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk) ‘Previous Services’, and can be viewed 

at any time. 

Dear Treasurer Winchester Rd 

“For over a year now we have been listening in to the, so helpful, 
services, led by our long-standing friends Hilary & Leo in their garden. 
They have helped us through a very difficult time with the lockdowns. I 

can't remember anything like it, and I was born before, and grew up in, 
World War 2. We feel rather guilty that we have had such spiritual help 
but have not contributed in any way. If we came to your Church as a 
visitor, we would contribute to the offertory plate. Please accept this 

small token.   God Bless” 

http://www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk/
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Our Church Anniversary Service was held on Sunday 25th April led by Rev. 

Angela Brennan (Angela McSweeney), who was ordained in September 

2020 in Reading. 

Church Anniversary Gift Day 

We appreciate it has been difficult year for many. However, we would still be 

grateful to receive any gift that you feel able to give at this time. Last year 

Gift Day raised £10,555. from Church members, friends and organisations 

which was immediately put into the Memorial Hall Fund.  Any gifts we 

receive this year will again be put into the Memorial Hall Fund as it has been 

agreed that we should look at updating the Memorial Hall --- New Roof , 

Floor repair , Storage on Stage , extra electrical sockets , window & blind 

repairs. 

Any gifts that you wish donate can be given in three ways: 

1)Bank Transfer                             

2) Cash or Cheque in the Gift Day Envelopes in the Pews. Then left in the 

collection plates at the back of the Church. 

3)Send a Cheque –     payable to Winchester Rd Methodist Church 
 
Please let us know if you wish your gift to count as a Gift aid donation by 
email if donating by bank transfer (tootsnorton@btopenworld.com) or by 
completing the gift aid envelope. 
Thank you for all your help and support in the mission of this church.         

Yours in Christ 

Hilary Cheng      Jean Norton 
Minister      Treasurer  

mailto:tootsnorton@btopenworld.com
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Maytime 

Around the beginning of May most of us feel a lifting of the spirits and there 

is a folk song which reflects this......Sing a song of May-time. 

                Sing a song of Spring. 

                 Flowers are in their beauty. 

                 Birds are on the wing. 

                 May time, play time. 

                  God has given us May time. 

                 Thank Him for His gifts of love. 

                  Sing a song of Spring. 

The relaxing of the Lockdown restrictions makes this May even more 

welcome. Historians trace this feeling back to a festival devoted to Flora, the 

ancient Roman goddess of Flowers and Spring, who is linked to the annual 

renewal of life. The festival took the form of plays, dancing and sports. In 

England, some medieval rural Springtime traditions have survived in a few 

places including dancing 

around a Maypole and the 

crowning of a May Queen. 

The dancers circle in a 

weaving pattern around 

the pole keeping hold to 

ribbons fixed at the top of 

the pole and then go into 

reverse, hopefully 

unravelling the ribbons.  

In London, just off Leadenhall Street, close to the Lloyds building, is the 

church of St Andrew Undershaft which is named from the maypole which was 

set up there until 1517 when it was taken down and destroyed because it 

was regarded as a 'pagan idol.' (There is a carved base for a maypole in our 

park.)  

Cornwall is a county rich in folklore with two events taking place in May. 

Padstow holds 'Obby Oss’ Festival on May 1st each year when two groups, 

representing different districts of the town, lead a hobby horse (Oss) around 



7 

the town.  The Oss is a wooden, oval frame covered with black oilskin with a 

horse's head mounted at the front. Each group is followed by dancers, 

dressed all in white with red and blue sashes, singing the traditional song, 

accompanied by an accordion and drum band.  

Unite and unite and let us all unite 
For summer is a come today 

and wither we are going 
we will all unite 

in the merry month of May. 
Normally Helston in Cornwall celebrates a Floral Day with a Furry Dance. on 
May 8th, which some claim is derived from a pre-Christian fertility festival 
held to ensure a good harvest by bringing women and men together in a 
dance. Houses in the town are decorated with greenery and flowers and 
dancers, all dressed in their best clothes, dance through selected houses ‘to 
drive out the darkness of winter'. In 1911 a musician, Katie Mosse, got 
dragged into the Furry Dance inspiring her to put words to a traditional folk 
tune the Town Band had played.  It has been recorded several times by such 
performers as Peter Dawson in 1912, The Brighouse and Rastrick Brass Band 
and most recently by the late Terry Wogan. 

Far away, as in a trance 
                              I heard the sound of the Floral Dance 

And soon I heard such a bustling and prancing 
And then I saw the whole village was dancing 

In and out of the houses they came 
Old folk, young folk, all the same 
In that quaint old Cornish town 

Between mid-May and mid-June is the joyous Jewish festival of Pentecost 

which celebrates the wheat harvest and the opportunity to bring 'first fruits' 

of other crops to the temple. Luke, in chapter two of the Acts of the Apostles, 

writes that the disciples came together in one place to celebrate it. They 

experienced the noise of a strong wind which filled the house and what 

appeared to be tongues of flame touching them. (Acts 2 v 1-4) and they were 

filled with the Holy Spirit empowering them to go out and spread the good 

news about Jesus.  This event is celebrated as the 'birthday of the church' 

seven weeks after Easter Sunday and in some churches, it is the day for 

baptisms and admitting new members into the church.  At one time newly 
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baptised people dressed in white and paraded through the streets giving rise 

to its alternative name Whitsunday.  

In earlier centuries, many villages used Whit Sunday or the day after as an excuse for 

different types of festivity and from 1871 until 1972 Whit Monday was a Bank 

Holiday but in 1972 it was replaced by a Spring Bank Holiday held on the last Monday 

of the month. Some of these rural celebrations have survived. Several villages have 

cheese rolling events for example in Gloucestershire, crowds chase after local 

cheeses rolled down hillsides, or in one village rolled around the parish church. In 

Cambridgeshire, bizarrely clad teams roll Stilton Cheeses in a race along a set course 

and at Whaddon groups of Morris Men and singers dance around the village carrying 

oak branches. Some local historians have suggested that it was really to remember 

King Charles II hiding in an oak tree to escape capture following the Battle of 

Worcester. This and the restoration of the monarchy in 1660 were once celebrated 

as a public holiday known as Royal Oak Day held on May 29th.  This event was 

revived at Whaddon in 2005 by local residents who found the song amongst those 

collected from elderly villagers by members of the English Folk Dance and Song 

Society from which these lines are taken.  

Now Whitsuntide is come you very well do know; 

Come, serve the Lord we must before we do go; 

Come, serve him truly with all your mind and heart, 

And then from heaven your soul shall never depart. 

Down in those gardens where flowers grow in ranks, 

Down on your knees and unto the Lord give thanks; 

Down on your knees and pray both night and day, 

Pray unto the Lord that he will lead you the right way. 

its final verse being: Now we may bring you the royal branch of oak; 
                                     God bless our king and queen and all the royal folk; 
                                     God bless our king and queen and all this world beside, 

                                    Then the Lord he will send us all a merry Whitsuntide. 
The dance which accompanies the song has a choreography described as being 'up 

the middle and down the side' performed by two lines of dancers facing each other. 

                                                                                                                         Allen Steel May 2021 
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Church Business 

The Church Council met at the end of April to look at the Forest Circuit 

Mission and strategy Statement of Intent – March 2021 (draft) The paper 

proposed reductions in the number of buildings and ministers in the future. 

Issues to consider were: 1) Finance. 2)The state of buildings. 3)People. 

As a church we have been asked to consider the proposals and look at our 

own church in terms of ministry and growth. The Church Council discussed 

this and there will be more opportunity for the Church membership to put 

forward their ideas when we are able to meet together.  

It was also decided to hold the ‘Time to Remember’ time for prayer that was 

cancelled due to Lockdown. This will be on Tuesday 18th May, with the church 

open from 3pm – 7pm for people to come and sit in the church, say a prayer 

and light a candle.  

The Annual Church Meeting also took place on 20th April by ‘Zoom’. We were 

unable to hold a meeting in 2020, so it was a chance to catch up and begin to 

look towards the future. Thanks to the ongoing support of members, we are 

in a good financial situation, despite loss of income from lettings. The circuit 

has been impacted by loss of income and further discussions will be 

considered by all churches in the coming months. (See above)  

The other churches in Highams Park have agreed to ‘Care’ being transferred 

to Winchester Road and plans are in hand to implement this. 

We were pleased to welcome Janet Dawe as a steward and Maureen Duncan 

as a representative on Church Council. We still need people for both roles, so 

please speak to Hilary if you think you could be of service in this way. 

Roger Pettit has been Property Steward for 15 years. He was involved, with 

Bruce, in overseeing the building project and has continued to make sure that 

the buildings are well maintained. Roger would like to stand down from this 

post and we, as a congregation, need to consider who may be able to fulfil 

this role in the future, either as an individual or a shared role. Please speak to 

Roger or Hilary if you feel you could help. 
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We are sad to announce that Adele’s 
Mum died on Monday 5 th April, following a 
very traumatic year for both her and the 

family. Adele’s Mum and Dad had both 
worked for the Royal Household, 
and therefore had much contact with HM 
The Queen and HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh.  In retirement, they lived on the 
Windsor estate, so it was doubly sad to 
hear of the death of Prince Philip just a 

few days later on Friday 9 th April.                     
Our thoughts and prayers are with Adele, Jessica, Mathew and the rest of 
the family at this time.  
(Picture of Adele’s Dad with the Duke of Edinburgh above. See also the picture 
opposite of the stone in Fisher’s Green carpark in the Lee Valley.) 

 

We are pleased to announce that Samuel Aguiyi, son of 

Laura and Emmanuel and brother to Ada, was baptised 

on Sunday 18th April.  

The baptism of Connor Daniel Russell, son of Luke Russell and Jemma Daniels 

will take place on Sunday May 30th. 

 

Jam or Cream?? 

Janet and Peter were very grateful for the hamper containing a ‘cream 

tea’, which, by co-incidence, arrived the day before their wedding 

anniversary. This started a debate on ‘WhatsApp’ as to the correct way 

to serve a cream tea. You may guess which Janet and Peter chose, 

considering their connections to Cornwall (See picture on back cover). 

We also believe a bigger celebration may be planned for next year!!  

 
We remember all members of our Church community who are suffering 

from, bereavement, ill health and isolation. 
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Lord God 
We give thanks for the long 
life of Prince Philip, for all 
that he has contributed to 
our nation and beyond, and 
for his support of our 
Queen. We pray that he will 
be at rest trusting in the 
grace of God. 
We remember before you, 
Her Majesty the Queen, and 
her family, praying that they 

will know your comfort and strength in the days to come. 
In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Easter 

When everything was dark and it seemed that the sun would never shine 
again, your love broke through. 
 
Your love was too strong, too wide, too deep for death to hold. 
 
The sparks cast by your love dance and spread and burst forth with 
resurrection light. 
 
Gracious God, 
We praise you for the light of new life made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life that shone on the first witnesses of 
resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life that continues to shine in our hearts 
today. 
 
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light into the lives of others. 
 
Amen.                                                 With greetings from the District Chairs. 
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Christian Aid Week will run this year from May 10 to 

16.  www.christianaid.org.uk is worth a look for an 

update on what they are doing. 

 Instead of ‘door to door’ Christian Aid is doing ‘delivery only’ 

envelopes, where we give people one of our addresses for people for 

return. I haven’t planned to organise this, given the relatively poor 

response from door to doors on previous years. 

 Christian Aid envelopes will be in our pews for a couple of weeks 

around Christian Aid week and people not in church can donate by e-

envelope or an envelope can be delivered to them. It is hoped to also 

remember Christian Aid at Harvest Festival and when things are back 

to normal, we can do also do something like a Friday coffee morning as 

in pre Covid days. 

 In 2020 we had to rely mainly on e-envelopes and raised £480 and a 

further £267 was donated at Harvest which meant that our overall 

donation to Christian Aid did not suffer as a result of the pandemic. 

Thank you to all who contributed.                                       Pat Ovenden 

“Lord, help us to transform your churches so that they 

show greater care for our natural environment. Help us 

to review everything we do in caring for our land, in 

recycling what we use, in reducing waste and in 

joining national and international campaigns to save 

our world. May churches become beacons of 

environmental awareness within our communities, 

showing how to mend the damage that humanity has 

caused to your world. Amen” 

 

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were 
announced at church services: -    
  “Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid 
of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your 
husbands.” 

“This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the 
Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.”  

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
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The Covid Winter Poem 

It started slowly, like the first leaves in autumn,  
first one, then two, then three at once and then a flurry. 
 

Suddenly all the plans I had made were gone. 
The calendar stood bare, like a winter tree. 
The people I loved – isolated, 
The routine I knew – decimated. 
The pattern of my life – changed, almost unrecognisable! 
 
“I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. 
But I want my plans, I want what I thought I would have! 
Spring is in the air but, it feels like winter….a frightening Narnian 
winter, with no Christmas to brighten the days. 

When will this end?  
Will the world be the same after? 
Who will I be when it’s over? 
 
Then I remember that winter is not just waiting, it is recharging, 
strengthening. Preparing for new life, for the beauty of flowers and the 
miracle of birth. 
And I remember Good Friday. 
The disciples despaired, believing that the world as they knew it was 
over. And it was. But what came next was joy, transformation, a new 

life. The old and familiar was gone and the new was infinitely better. 
 
This winter feels hard, but I will give it to God, trusting in his promise 

of hope and renewal, looking to Easter – whenever it comes. 
Believing that in God’s time, not my time, life will be renewed. 
 
Extract from poem by Kathy Smith   

27th March 2020-Launde Abbey 

 This poem was published in Waltham Forest’s Youth for Christ Easter 

Newsletter, April 2021. (www.wfyfc.org.uk) 
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Did you know?                                                                                  
One hundred years ago, on 15th May 1921, the British Legion was 

founded in the aftermath of the First World War, to provide support to 

veterans of the British Armed Forces, their families and dependants. 

It was created at a time when two million people were unemployed. 
More than six million had served in the war: of those who came back, 

1.75 million had suffered some kind of disability, and half of those were 

disabled permanently. 

Four organisations came together at the instigation of Lancastrian 

Lance Bombardier Tom Lister, who was angered at the Government’s 
unwillingness to help, and Field Marshal Earl Haig, who had been 

Commander in Chief of the British Forces. The Legion campaigned for 

fair treatment of those who given everything for their country, and it 

continues this work today. 

In 1922, the Legion’s poppy factory opened in the Old Kent Road, 
London, with 40 disabled men manufacturing 1000 poppies a week. 

The first Poppy Day was held that same year. The Festival of 
Remembrance began in 1927, and the Legion became ‘Royal’ in 1971 

– 50 years ago – on its golden anniversary. 

At first membership of the Legion was confined to ex-Service 
personnel, but it was expanded to include serving members of the 

Forces in 1981. 

 

Young Church 
Thanks to Hilary and her daughter Zoe, members of Biscuit Club, were 
able to join a third Zoom session in April, along with Adele and Jan. The 
focus for this meeting was on well-being after lockdown.  
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Jam or Cream ? (see p.10) 
 
 

 
OUR MISSION 

We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern and follow 
God’s direction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through 
the life of the church and outreach to the community. We promote worship and 
fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.  
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome. 

OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman 
Stewards:  Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden.  
 
 

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:     Laura Pease 
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JUNE’s NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem, prayer or 
item of interest, please contact Jan Dent -  jdent7@gmail.com or 

07751603883 
Deadline to submit items: Monday 24th May 

 

 
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website. 

 

mailto:jdent7@gmail.com

