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Letter from our Minister 
Dear Friends, 

Sport is in the air!  At the time of writing the Euros are happening with 

football available to watch on the television.  If you don’t like that, Tennis is 

the other sport taking place at present, with different world stars competing. 

Last week I heard of the death of an Indian athlete at the age of 91, and 

sadly, his demise was due to covid-19.  The name Milkha Singh was unknown 

to me until his passing was announced. As a child he became a refugee after 

partition in India in 1947.  However, his story is remarkable because his talent 

as a sprinter was picked up when he served in the Indian Army. He trained as 

an athlete, and competed for his country in the Asian Games, as well as the 

Olympics and Commonwealth Games winning gold medals at the Asian and 

Commonwealth Games. He became known as The Flying Sikh. Milkha came 

from very humble beginnings, and yet his story tells us what can be achieved 

even when you have a rough start in life.  There are other world leaders and 

representatives who came from a poor background but who went on to 

achieve great things for their country, or the country where they lived, 

people like Nelson Mandela, and Mother Teresa. 

Jesus came from a humble background too.  His parents became refugees in 

Egypt at the time when King Herod had ordered the killing of all baby boys 

under the age of two. From what we know, Joseph and Mary came from very 

ordinary backgrounds, but from their parental guidance Jesus emerged as a 

well-rounded person whose influence is still felt in the world today. 

It is easy to feel that our efforts are small and our contribution to the world is 

simple, but someone, somewhere will be noticing the things that we do, and 

how our influence affects others. We may have had a difficult start in life, or 

we may be going through a tough time at present, but with Jesus at our side, 

we can all finish well. 

As you continue to run, or maybe walk, the race of life, remember that Jesus 

is at your side, encouraging you onwards through the journey of life. 

Wishing you all a pleasant summer. 
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Services for July/August 

Sun. 4th July: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (incl.baptism) 

Sun. 11th July: - Carole Merriman 

Sun.18th July: - Rev. Norman Grigg (Communion) 

Sun.25th July: - Rev. Tony Malcolm 

Sun.1st Aug: - Leo Cheng 

Sun. 8th Aug: - Local arrangement (TBC) 

Sun. 15th Aug: - Jacob Adofo 

Sun. 22nd Aug: - Gillian Farnfield 

Sun. 29th Aug: - Local Arrangement (TBC) 

 

 

As churches are now open for worship there are no longer weekly, video 

services, however services from the past 15 months are still available on the 

website.(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk). 

The circuit may also be providing some online services. 
 

As reported in last month’s newsletter, the circuit are planning for 

the future and asking Churches to consider their own future mission. 

The stewards are putting together our response this month and 

would appreciate the views of as many of our church community as 

possible. Please complete a short questionnaire by following this link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y5G6K7F  (closing date 8th July) 

 
 

Please note that, as in past years, this newsletter covers July and August. 
The next edition will be in September. You will of course be kept informed 
of any important news  

http://www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Y5G6K7F
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We still need people to serve as Church Stewards and to be representatives 

on Church Council, so please speak to Hilary if you think you could be of 

service in this way. 

Roger Pettit has been Property Steward for 15 years. He was involved, with 

Bruce, in overseeing the building project and has continued to make sure that 

the buildings are well maintained. Roger would like to stand down from this 

post and we, as a congregation, need to consider who may be able to fulfil 

this role in the future, either as an individual or a shared role. Please speak to 

Roger or Hilary if you feel you could help. 

The circuit are also in need of Circuit Stewards and people to serve on the 

Safeguarding Team. 

Walking with Micah 

Rachel Lampard, formerly leader of the Joint Public Issues Team, and member 

of our church, writes about the new Methodist project, Walking with Micah 

I have always been stirred by the words of the prophet Micah.  When asked 
how God wanted his people to worship, to respond to God’s love, Micah 
replies:           “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  

And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.” 
As Methodists we find this response to God’s love through acting justly 

present in our tradition.  John Wesley, one of Methodism’s founders, was a 

vocal opponent of the slave trade.  The Tolpuddle Martyrs – many of whom 

were Methodist lay preachers - were early activists in the trade union 

movement.  A disproportionate number of Methodists have served in 

Parliament. Sybil Phoenix OBE is one of many community activists and anti-

racists.  The work of All We Can, Action for Children and MHA speak 

powerfully of the commitment of Methodists to see justice for all people in 

God’s world. 

 

What does “challenging injustice” look like in your own life?  Methodists are 

involved in responding to needs in our communities or the world, through 
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running debt advice centres, giving to foodbanks, raising money for charities,  

writing to political prisoners.  Sometimes we use our consumer power, 

through buying Fairtrade bananas or avoiding excess plastic wrapping.  And 

through our protesting, writing letters to MPs or community organising we 

try to change problems at their source. 

Justice is present in the bible, in our tradition, often in our lives, and yet we 

sometimes find it hard to see where it fits in our Church, especially when we 

disagree. 

The Methodist Church has set up – Walking with Micah: Methodist 

Principles for Social Justice – to explore what it means to be a justice-seeking 

church and people.  Over the next two years, we will listen and learn 

together, focusing on our principles and priorities for justice.  Through this, I 

hope we can increase our practical ability to seek God’s justice, as a Church 

and in our own Christian lives.   

I’m looking forward to a big conversation about justice this year.  If you’re 

interested in getting involved visit https://www.methodist.org.uk/walking-

with-micah/ 

 

Editor’s note: Rachel Lampard hosted an 

online lecture by  Gordon Brown on 

Sunday 13th June. This was live-streamed 

and over 1,200 people logged in to 

listen. If you missed it, you can watch 

the recording on YouTube.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTB2wLO4k1w  

Despite not being able to hold a special event the church raised a total 

of £429.78 through pew envelopes and online donations. 

In addition Colin raised a further £140 with his 

‘Step Challenge’. 

   

https://www.methodist.org.uk/walking-with-micah/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/walking-with-micah/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTB2wLO4k1w
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JMA Appeal 
Do you have piles of  

pennies needing a good home? 
Do you have any spare coins? 

The JMA financial year ends shortly and, not surprisingly, we have not been 

able to collect monies as usual as all of our usual donation sources have been 

closed during lockdown – no stationery, no books, no coffee corner, no 

collectors, no penny collections etc.    

If you did have some coins spare that you are able to donate, then they will 

be most gratefully received – they all go into the Winchester Road account 

and are then transferred to JMA to help families in need both in UK and 

abroad. 

Thank you so much for anything you can spare.  Maureen Duncan 

 

SHOEBOXES 

I am getting a lovely lot of items for the shoeboxes so 

thank you. Many people are knitting, so I have hats, 

gloves, scarves and mittens. I haven't been able to 

count so if you are knitting, keep going. I have lots of 

cuddly toys, also toothpaste, toothbrushes and soaps. I am short of shoeboxes,  

I know people are probably not buying shoes but if you have any boxes tucked 

away somewhere can you let me have them. 

Toys for children from 3 - 14 yrs:- I am short of; cars for boys and I tend to 

put noisy toys for the boys up to 11yrs. Girls pretty things for hair or jewellery 

etc (this might not be politically correct) but I am old fashioned! Felt pens and 

coloured pencils and exercise books or notepads. I usually get items like bags 

etc from jumble sales but of course these are not being held. 

You can put any items in the big round box in the hub or give them to me on a 

Sunday or I could collect them if you phone me.                                      Sylvia 
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Join us in July for the 'Woven Weekend' and engage with a series of 
keynote sessions and workshops, drawing on what it means to be 'woven' 
into each other and into God. Visit the website for more information on 
how you can participate in the fantastic events we have going on.              
methodistlondon.org.uk/wovenweekend 

Faithful Father, 

When we feel shaken by the events of the past; when we don’t know 
quite how to go forward; when our confidence in what we thought we 
could control is undermined; remind us that one thing is needed – to sit 

at your feet and listen to You. 

You are our security. You will never fail those who belong to You 

through faith in Your Son, Jesus. 

As we take time to listen to You, Lord, and to meditate on 

Your Holy Spirit-inspired Word, may we know Your peace – 

and your good plans for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

By Daphne Kitching 
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Church Family News 

We were pleased to welcome Joy as a full member of the church on 6th June. 
Joy had been attending Winchester for some time and had been baptised. 
She was about to start confirmation classes when lockdown started and the 
church was closed. Joy introduced herself at her confirmation.  

“Hi everyone, most of you already know me, my name is 

Joy. I want to thank you all because you made this 

whole journey so easy, warm and very special. This 

journey started a long time ago and, as I explained in 

my baptism speech, I roamed around like a ‘headless 

chicken’. I was just looking for some inner peace, but I 

think Jesus was with me from the first day, and 

somehow, I ended up in Winchester Road Church where 

I met some lovely people. I have no one else in this 

world except my lovely husband who was with me 

through all this. I now, also have my church family. I 

am not going to feel alone anymore, because I know 

Jesus and my family are with me all the time. 

I just want to thank you all from the bottom of my 

heart for everything and for giving me my God back.  

Special thanks to Hilary, because our confirmation 

journey was not that easy, as nature did not help us. 

Just pray for me that the promise I made to God, Jesus 

and myself, I can follow it perfectly. If I make any 

mistake in future, I know Jesus will save me always. 

Thank you everyone and thanks to my husband for 

being with me throughout my whole journey and life.” 

 

Happy Birthday to Jean, our treasurer and part time 
caretaker, who celebrated a milestone birthday in June. 
Thankfully as the weather was fine, and she has a big garden, 
she was able to celebrate with friends and family.  

http://lemasney.com/consulting/2010/05/30/160-of-365-is-a-birthday-wish-in-inkscape-design/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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 to Leo Cheng who celebrates a 

‘milestone’ birthday at the end of July. 

and also, to Doris and Joyce as they 

share a birthday at the beginning of 

July. 

 

 

We are sorry to announce that Gerald Morris has died. Gerald was our 

minister at Winchester Road 1971 - 1977. 

He and Joy went on to Taunton then Hitchin and finally retired to Paignton. 

He would have celebrated his 90th birthday on 17th July. The funeral will take 

place on 13th July at The Central Methodist Church, Torquay at 2pm. No 

flowers, but any donations to the British Heart Foundation. Our love and 

prayers go out to wife Joy and daughter Susan. 

 

Janice and Roger will be holding an open house/garden day 
on Saturday 24th July. 
“All are welcome to join us for light refreshments between 
10.00 – 12.30 or 1.30-4.30. Hopefully you will be able to 
enjoy sometime in the garden and, for those who are 

interested, we can show you what we have changed in the house. All ages 
are welcome and we will have some games for the children set up in the 
garden.” 

 
We remember all members of our Church community who are suffering now 
from, bereavement, ill health, anxiety and isolation.  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

               God of all hope we call on you today. 

We pray for those who are living in fear: 

Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of 

other’s reactions to them. 

May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness 

and peace. Amen 

________________________________________________________ 
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HYMN SINGING 

Like many of you I have often quoted the opening words from the Preface of 

the much-loved 1933 Hymn Book.  Methodism was born in song. the paragraph 

continues Charles Wesley wrote the first hymns of the Evangelical Revival 

during the great Whitsuntide of 1738 when his brother and he were filled with 

the spirit and from that time onwards the Methodists have never ceased to 

sing. During the Covid pandemic times when distanced services were held, I 

found it hard not singing as the hymn words appeared on the screens and not 

feeling the spiritual and emotional lift that singing with other people brings.  

Deprived of the opportunity to sing in church led me to think about Methodist 

Hymnody.  As high church Anglicans, the Wesley brothers would have been 

used to chanting the liturgy and psalms, but it was meeting Moravian 

Christians, on their way to settle in Georgia America, that was to open their 

minds to congregational hymn singing. The Atlantic crossing was dangerous 

and memorable, John Wesley wrote in his journal about the violent storms 

they experienced. 'A terrible screaming began among the English but the 

Germans (who were holding a service) sang calmly on'. Wesley learned the 

German language from them so that he could translate the Lutheran hymns 

which they sang. His brother Charles Wesley was a gifted poet, and it was his 

words that earned Methodists their reputation for hymns summed up in these 

lines from Hymn 32 (STF). 

Meet it is to sing, in every time and place 
glory to our heavenly King, the God of truth and grace. 

 
A first collection was published in America in 1737 with half the hymns coming 

from the writings of Isaac Watts, (author of O God our help in ages past one of 

fourteen by Watts in Singing the Faith). On their return to England John and 

Charles became active in the Religious Revival of the mid eighteenth century 

and the brothers published numerous collections of hymns for every occasion 

plus a volume of tunes 'commonly sung at the Foundry' (the Methodist Chapel 

in London). Methodism was fortunate in having Charles Wesley, dubbed the 

'Poet of Methodism' amongst its early leaders, Gary Best in his anthology of 

early Methodist writing  (In Their Words published by New Room Publications) 
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quotes John Wesley's guidelines for his hymn singing collection published in 

1761. His main points were:  

  1. Learn these tunes before you learn any others. 
  2. Sing them exactly as they are printed here. 
  3. Sing all. See that you join with the congregation as  
                                 frequently as you can. 
  4. Sing lustily and with a good courage. Beware of singing as  
                                 if you were half dead, or half asleep. 
  5. Sing modestly. do not bawl, so as to be heard above the 
                                  rest of the congregation.  
  6. Sing in time, do not run before nor stay behind.  
  
By 1780 there were sufficient numbers of Methodist places of worship to 

support the publication of a ‘cheap and portable book' entitled ' A collection 

of hymns for the people called Methodists' at three shillings. After the death 

of John Wesley, the movement split into several branches but the three main 

groups were united in 1932 and the Methodist Conference decided to publish 

a new Hymnbook to mark the union. It became the main Hymnbook until the 

publication of Hymns and Psalms in 1983 which was superseded by the book 

we now use Singing the Faith in 2011. 

Charles Wesley's hymns  dominated the early Methodist hymnbooks but their 

contribution has declined from over 200 in the 1933 Hymnbook to under 90 in 

the new book. The Preface to STF states ' expressions of faith and language 

have changed since the eighteenth century and it is important to express our 

faith not only in the terms of the Evangelical Revival but in ways that are 

meaningful to the twenty-first century.' The ruling Methodist Conference 

decided that 'new Hymns', i.e.  not included in previous books would need to 

be 'gender inclusive, offer a balance of gender language in relation to God;  be 

in contemporary English appropriate language, theological language and 

metaphor' ; texts should be sought which express the Christian faith in new and 

fresh ways  or address contemporary issues'.  The preface boldly states that the 

tunes set for use with the hymns had to be suitable for congregational singing 

and accessible to musicians of varying abilities. Alterations to the wording of 

the older hymns affecting meaning or rhyme is one of the commonly voiced 

criticism of this new book. 
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One of the hymns which must have passed the tests to be included is STF 393 
whose first verse is:   She sits like a bird, brooding on the waters, 
   hovering on the chaos of the world's  first day; 
   she sighs and she sings, mothering creation, 
   waiting to give birth to all the Word will say. 
I will leave you to decide if you would have included it in the new hymn book. 

Lest you think I am hostile to new hymns there is one in the new book that I, 

and many of the Winchester congregation have adopted as 'our hymn' with a 

line from it painted on the wall of the hub. It includes these words taken from 

the first verse (STF  409) 

   Let us build a house where love can dwell 
   and all can safely live............. 
   Built of hopes and dreams and visions 
   rock of faith and vault of grace ; 
   here the love of Christ shall end divisions; 
   All are welcome, 
   all are welcome, 
   all are welcome in this place 
  

Finally, a comment from the late Lord Donald Soper former President of 

Conference and Minister of the West London Mission. 

 

 

“To-day we are living in what is the first genuinely 

pagan age—that is to say, there are so many 

people, particularly children, who never 

remember having heard hymns at their mother's 

knee, as I have, whose first tunes are from Radio 

One, and not from any hymn book; whose first 

acquaintance with their friends and relations and 

other people is not in the Sunday School or in the 

Church at all, as mine was.” 

 

Allen Steel, July 2021 
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We have been pleased that many of the Biscuit Club have been able to 
share in monthly ‘zoom’ sessions led by Zoe Cheng along with Hilary, 
Adele and Jan. These sessions are fun but can also, sometimes be 

challenging, but the young people have all contributed to the 

discussion.  We look forward to meeting together in person. 

For any members of our Young Church, attending worship on Sunday 
there are always sheets available to use in church and they can, 

sometimes come out into the Hub during the service. Hopefully, later in 

the summer we can begin to resume sessions in Room 2.

Watch out for events to come:- 
Family Picnic in the Park! 

Pizza at the Manse for Biscuit Club! 
These will of course depend on the weather and we will let 

you have dates as soon as we can! 
 

Martha cooked                                     So much to do 

But Mary looked                                   But think it through 

And sat at the Master’s feet,                There’s a place for you and me, 

It’s a story of old                                   To spend time with the Lord 

But we are told                                     And be found in His word 

It’s where man and God can meet.       It’s where we are meant to be. 

So find a place 

To seek His face 

Where the Lord Himself is found 

With a God who cares 

Hears all our prayers 

The place where grace abounds. 

By Megan Carter 
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Swans on Highams Park Lake 

 

OUR MISSION 
We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern,  
and follow God’s direction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and  
Saviour through the life of the church and outreach to the community.  
We promote worship and fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.  
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome. 

OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman 
  Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden, Janet Dawe  
 
 

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:     Laura Pease 
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER’S NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem,  

prayer or item of interest, please contact Jan Dent -   
jdent7@gmail.com or 07751603883 

Deadline to submit items: Monday 23rd August. 
 

 
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website. 

mailto:jdent7@gmail.com

