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Pastoral letter New words 

Dear Friends, 

I have learnt a lot of new words during the past year. 

Zoom meeting – I had never put these two words together until March 2020, 

when I suddenly found a new way of communicating with people in addition 

to letter writing, emails, texts, the telephone, Facebook and WhatsApp, as 

well as many other ways in which we stay in touch. 

Unmute - word used to remind someone in a zoom call to lift the restriction 

allowing them to speak. 

Coronavirus – a severe acute respiratory syndrome.  This was a new word to 

me at the beginning of 2020. 

Bubble – I used to think this was something you could make with washing up 

liquid or bath foam.  Now it refers to the people with whom you are allowed 

to mix. 

Equally, there are words that are slipping out of our language. 

Wireless – this was the former name for a radio transmitter. 

Doff/ Don – we may say that a man will doff his cap when a funeral cortege 

passes in the street, but otherwise I rarely heard this word until it was 

adopted by NHS workers as they spoke of doffing or donning the PPE, their 

protective clothing. 

Language and how we use it are important.  Young people seem to have a 

language of their own.   They might describe something as ‘lush’ – meaning 

good.  If I were to use such a word, it would sound very strange coming out of 

my mouth.   The best I can do is to describe someone as ‘hot’ or ‘cool’! 

Likewise, many seniors would say that a joint referred to a cut of meat, 

whereas to young adults this means a fix of drugs.  
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A chip once referred to a piece of fried potato.  More often today, it is used 

to describe a piece of metal containing vital information.  We might 

microchip an animal by inserting a ‘chip’ under its skin so that if it were to get 

lost, the chip would yield its identity. 

How we speak and what we say matter, as well as the manner in which we 

deliver those words. Jesus always seemed to have the right response up his 

sleeve and knew what to say whatever the situation. 

As Christian people, we can equip ourselves with biblical knowledge of Jesus 

and of all he taught us, so that we can have the answers at our fingertips, 

when we need to speak about our beliefs. And, if we are ever uncertain 

about how to respond when confronted or dealing with difficult 

circumstances, gossip or rumours the following quotation might be helpful: 

is it kind? 

is it true? 

is it necessary? 

It is not surprising that many clergy begin their sermons with the words: 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be 

acceptable to you, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

May we be blessed in our choice of language and in all that we say to each 

other and to God, 

 

 

 

          

         Basic 

         Instruction 

         Before 
         Leaving 

         Earth 
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Services for June/July 

Services are now being held in the church every Sunday but video services 

are still, currently, available each week on the church 

website.(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk). 

(These are uploaded on a Saturday evening and can be watched at anytime. 

Previous services are also available on the website.)  

Sun. 6th June: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (communion & confirmation) 

Sun. 13th June: - Michael Hall 

Sun.20th June: - Peter Dawe 

Sun.27th June: - To be Confirmed 

Sun.4th July: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (communion & baptism) 

 
 

Our Church Anniversary on 25th April was led by Rev. Angela Brennan. 
(See front cover and extracts from her sermon on p. 6) 
The full sermon is available in the video for 25th April. 
 
 
 

Prayers and Pastoral Messages: 
Prayer: 0808 281 2514 

Pastoral message from the President and Vice-President: 0808 281 2695 

Methodist Podcast: 0808 281 2478  

 

Give to us, O Lord, a heart that is teachable, that we 

may know what is pleasing in your sight; a life attuned 

to your Spirit that we may be guided in your ways and 

a mind ever watchful that we may rejoice 

in the coming of your kingdom; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

Elizabeth 1 (1533-1603) 

 

http://www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk/
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Church Business 

As a church we have been asked to consider the proposals and look at our 

own church in terms of ministry and growth.  

The Forest Circuit is made up of 12 churches, of which we are one.  The 

Circuit has just embarked on a Mission Strategy Review, as we consider each 

of our churches, the buildings, the finances and the people. A document was 

put together and circulated at the Circuit Meeting in March, which individual 

churches have been asked to consider.  

One of the questions for consideration is, are we a Mission Church or a 

Fellowship Church? Who do we exist for, and what is our outreach like? We 

should be considering our current resources, and it would be helpful to think 

about where we might be as a congregation in 5 years’ time. Can we 

manage?  Do we have enough people to help?  Are there vacancies and 

unfilled posts in our churches?  

In July, we must begin to write our response so that it can be submitted to 

the Circuit Meeting in September.  If you would like to see a copy of the 

Mission Strategy document, please ask one of the stewards to let you have 

one.  If there are comments that you would like to feed into the report, 

please do let the stewards know, as this will shape our response. 

 

We still need people to serve as Church Stewards and to be representatives 

on Church Council, so please speak to Hilary if you think you could be of 

service in this way. 

Roger Pettit has been Property Steward for 15 years. He was involved, with 

Bruce, in overseeing the building project and has continued to make sure that 

the buildings are well maintained. Roger would like to stand down from this 

post and we, as a congregation, need to consider who may be able to fulfil 

this role in the future, either as an individual or a shared role. Please speak to 

Roger or Hilary if you feel you could help. 

The circuit are also in need of Circuit Stewards and people to serve on the 

Safeguarding Team. 
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Winchester Rd, Church Anniversary, 25 April 2021  
(This is just an extract from Angela’s Anniversary sermon, which links 
with the thoughts we will need to have about the future. You can hear 
the whole sermon in the video service for 25th April on the church 

website. (www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk) 

 
“For years, the ‘Upper Room’ to me, was the room upstairs at 
Winchester Road church, that the youth group painted bright blue and 
yellow.  Ever since, when I hear this story of Jesus appearing to his 
friends, in my mind’s eye, I see the disciples, fearful after the horror 
story they’ve witnessed, not quite believing what they’ve heard from 

Mary about Jesus being back — and I can see them locking the door to 
the corridor, better to be safe than sorry, keeping the lights to a 
minimum and hunkering down, like the youth group used to do on a 
Sunday evening, in the room with the blue and yellow walls.  

 
It was in the midst of the  gathered disciples, the not-quite believers, 
that Jesus appeared.  And, having invited them to touch his hands and 
believe for themselves, he sends them out again.  
 
It’s what we do every week (when we can) in church, we gather 

together and are sent out.  
Touch and then go.  
 
Today as we celebrate the anniversary of Winchester Road, as we look 

back on our shared story and look forward to the shape of things to 
come, it’s timely that we think about these kinds of questions:  
 
What does church in the ‘new, post-pandemic, normal’ look like?   
What do we want to keep from our lockdown worship experiences?   
What will we be pleased to see the back of?   

How can we make coming to church easier for people who find it 
daunting?  How can we gather with people, who, for whatever reason, 
are continuing to isolate?   
How can we share the gospel message of hope and of God’s love with 
the people on the fringes of church life and beyond it? 
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Now.  I’ve been to enough church picnics, Christmas Bazaars, Sunday 

school parties, coffee mornings to know that Winchester Road is a 
church that knows how to gather!   You are a people who embrace and 
embody the gathered-ness of the God we serve.  You have the new 
‘hub’ but this whole place is a ‘hub’ for the community.  I was about 10 

before I realised that not all churches have 2 halls, 2 kitchens, 2 offices, 
6 meetings rooms, and billiards room.  You, as a gathered community, 
with so much really good quality space — are a gift to your community.   

 
I really believe that a healthy church has a fringe, and here, with all 
your hall users, and uniformed organisations and contacts, with all the 
comings and goings — with all the community gatherings that have 
happened here and will happen again I’m sure — you have a deep and 
wide fringe around your worshipping community.    
 
There are lots of challenges for us but the question I’m asking myself, 
and so I’m asking it to you too, is: 

‘How do we turn our gatherings into sendings out?’  

 
The church’s story, our story, is a continuum of gathering in and 
sending out — Jesus dwells within the gathered people of God and 
sends us out with his message of hope and good news for the world.  
 
As we begin to be able to gather again in our church communities, I 
will be praying for you, and I hope you will pray for me too, that in our 
gatherings and being sent out, our faith will be renewed, that we meet 
the risen Jesus in the faces of each other. “  

Rev. Angela Brennan       20 April 2021 

 

 

Our Church Gift Day raised --- £6,043. 

We are very grateful to all those who contributed to this and continue to 

support the church through regular donations.  
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Methodist Church in action around the world 

(For more information search:  methodist.org.uk/about-us ) 

In India - All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain (MCB) will be 

supporting the work of the Henry Martyn Institute, an MCB partner 

organisation, with money raised through the joint Emergency 

Coronavirus Appeal. 

 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) 

The Methodist Church, along with others have issued a joint statement 

concerning the situation in Israel. 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) expresses its deep 
sorrow and concern at the escalating violence between Palestinians 
and Israelis. We stand in solidarity with all the victims of the conflict 

and call for an immediate end to violence. The violating of places of 
worship, the eviction of people from their homes, the firing of rockets 
and aerial bombardments of civilians are acts that all people of good 
will should deplore. Equally unacceptable are those who use 

Antisemitic or Islamophobic language that target communities in our 
society: The path to justice and peace lies not in violence and racism, 
or a war of words and slogans from supporters of each side but a 

genuine openness to finding a peaceful solution through dialogue, 

mutual respect and understanding. 

“Almighty and Everlasting God: 

Our days are in your hands; we lift up all those in the 
Holy Land who are victims of violence and injustice, 
that you might empower your Church to bring healing 
to the wounded, relief to the suffering, and comfort to 

those who mourn; we pray also that you would 
soften the hearts of all those involved in the recent 
conflicts, that they would be led to work for justice and lasting peace in 

the land where your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ first came to bring 
hope and abundant life to all people; these things we ask in his Holy 

Name. Amen.”  
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Following the eruption of La Soufriere Volcano in St Vincent and the 

Grenadines The World Mission Fund support will be used to prepare 

containers with relief supplies directed to The Methodist Church in St. 

Vincent, including the following items: Water; Food; Toiletries; Cleaning 

Equipment and Supplies – in particular pressure washers; Heavy 

Duty Clothing; Covid-19 & Dust Related PPE and  Insect Repellent/ 

Mosquito Coils 

The Methodist Conference will take place at the National Conference 

Centre, Birmingham, Thursday 24 June to Thursday 1 July. 

As COP26 approaches, The Methodist Climate Justice for All 

Campaign will send a 'call to action'. Have your say on what should 

be included.There are three different dates and times to choose 

from. Each event will run for 45 minutes and you only need to 

attend once: 

• Wednesday 9th June, 7pm 
• Saturday 12th June, 4pm 

• Tuesday 13th July, 5pm 
 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-

say-tickets-152826206297 

 For information about Youth involvement see p.18 

 

Waltham Forest Youth for Christ is recruiting a centre leader who will work 

with churches to reach young people for Christ. They ask our prayers, that 

God will send the right candidate. (Closing date for applications: -10th June/ 

Applications from ‘ann@wfyfc.org.uk’) 

 

In a recent, Sunday, radio service, the preacher said that 

they were unable to ‘wash people’s feet’ on Maundy 

Thursday. Instead, they opened as a vaccination centre 

and sanitised the seats for people to sit!  

https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7D4RL-32M26S-4FTQUR-1/c.aspx
https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-7D4RL-32M26S-4FTQUR-1/c.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-say-tickets-152826206297
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/climate-justice-for-all-have-your-say-tickets-152826206297
mailto:ann@wfyfc.org.uk
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Church Family News 

We are sad to announce that Ernestina Payton died at the beginning of 

May. Her funeral service was held at church on 20th May.   
 
Joan Taylor found the following, written, memory.  
 

“When Ernestina was young she attended Shern Hall Methodist 
Church.  She was a Sunday school teacher and also Tawny Owl in the 
Brownies.  At church events she would do monologues and also she 

had a good singing voice.  She was very talented in calligraphy and 
also attended sewing classes and was very proud of a winter coat she 
had made herself. 
  

She was married to Tony and he and Ernestina had a great love of 
dogs and could often be seen out walking their dog.  In latter years she 
began attending Winchester Road Methodist Church.” 

  
 

We are pleased to announce the arrival of Emma May Chapman Pearce 
on Wednesday 12th May at 13.12pm. (One month early). 

She weighed in at 5lb 8ozs.  

Alison and Terry are delighted with their new little bundle and Harry is 
a very excited older brother.!  

 
Congratulations also, to Grandparents, Barbara and Peter Chapman 
 

We remember all members of our Church community who are suffering 
now from, bereavement, ill health, anxiety and isolation.  

 

 “In weakness O Lord, be our strength; in our 

sinfulness, pardoning love; in our need, all 

sufficient grace. In our anxiety, be to us both 

stillness and rest, and at all times be to us the 

fullness of blessing. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Mary Burgoine has received two letters from Action for Children: 

“The Tradition of the League of Light runs deeply in our Home Collection Box 

Holders. We are so grateful for your support and write to say ‘Thank You’ for 

the £471.75 you, and your box holders came together to raise. Together we 

continue to be there for vulnerable and neglected children for as long as it 

takes.” 

“Please pass on our sincere thanks to everyone involved in raising the recent 

donation of £116. We were delighted to hear about your fundraising efforts 

and hope everyone from the church that took part (carol singing in Tesco’s) 

had fun in the making such a wonderful and much needed gift.” 

“Go not only to those who need you, but to those who need you 

most”                                                                           John Wesley 

________________________________________________________ 
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Joseph of Arimathea and the Holy Grail 

'Ne'er cast a clout till May is out ' is frequently quoted advice. The cold of 

winter and the springtime showers of April are behind us and we can 

confidently assert that summer is beginning. 'Clout' 

is an old word for cloth or clothing and May refers 

to the hedgerow bush Hawthorn, not the month. 

We are told not to abandon warm clothing until the 

Hawthorn comes into bloom. This reminded me 

about the legends concerning Joseph of Arimathea 

and the Glastonbury Thorn which is a variety of 

Hawthorn which grows on the hills around 

Glastonbury in Somerset. This species is unusual 

because it flowers twice a year, in both spring and 

winter.  

All four gospels describe the role which Joseph played in the burial of Jesus. He was a 

rich man and was both a respected member of the Jewish council and, according to 

John's Gospel, a secret follower of Jesus. Joseph first obtained Pilate's permission to 

take down Jesus body and then with Nicodemus......the two men took Jesus body and 

wrapped it in linen with the spices according to the Jewish custom of preparing a 

body for burial. There was a garden in the place where Jesus had been put to death 

and in it there was a new tomb. (John 19 v 38-42). Matthew in his gospel writes that 

it was Joseph's own tomb which had recently been cut out of the solid rock. 

(Matthew: 27 v57-60). 

Some legends surrounding Joseph claim that he visited Britain trading with 
the miners of Cornwall or in another that he led a group of monks who 
brought Christianity to England. These stories come from early gospels which 
were excluded from the Bible, and from fragments of religious texts 
circulating in early centuries after the death and resurrection of Jesus. In one 
of these it claims that he brought the infant Jesus with him, a notion which 
inspired the poet and artist William Blake to create an image of Joseph (see 
p.14) and to write the well-known poem Jerusalem which begins,     
                                And did those feet in ancient time, 
                             walk upon England's mountains green. 

                             And was the holy Lamb of God 
                             on England's pleasant pastures seen. 
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The words have become popular due to them being set to stirring music written by 

Hubert Parry which is sung heartily each year at the Last Night of the Proms. These 

legends became entwined with the myths surrounding King Arthur and his Knights of 

the round table who were searching for the Holy Grail, the cup (or possibly plate) 

which Jesus used at the Last Supper with his disciples. These stories are found in the 

romanticised literature of the early Middle Ages. Arthur, if he ever existed, may have 

been an early British tribal leader in the chaotic period of our history after the 

departure of the Romans in the fourth century. 

Joseph is also cast as the keeper of the Holy Grail and is believed by some to have 

buried the cup on the site of a church which he is claimed to have founded at 

Glastonbury in Somerset. These stories can be traced back to at least the 1190s 

when they appear in a book based on myths circulating at the time entitled Joseph 

d'Arimathe. Around the same time the supposed bodies of King Arthur and Queen 

Guinevere were discovered at Glastonbury and so the two sets of legends became 

linked. 

The Holy Grail can be found in numerous literary works, notably in Thomas Malory's 

legends of King Arthur entitled Morte d'Arthur written in 1485 based on earlier 

French and English sources. The German composer Richard Wagner uses the theme 

of the quest for the Holy Grail for his opera Parsifal. The Victorian Poet Laureate 

Alfred Tennyson was inspired by Malory to retell the stories of King Arthur and his 

knights in a series of twelve blank verse poems called Idylls of the King which were 

popular with the Victorians but are not often read today. It includes these lines about 

the Holy Grail. 

The cup, the cup itself, from which our Lord 

drank at the last sad supper with his own. 
The good saint Arimathan Joseph, 

journeying brought to Glastonbury, 

where the winter thorn 
blossoms at Christmas, mindful of our Lord. 

And there awhile it bode; 

and if a man could touch or see it, 

he was healed at once. 
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Amongst the many paintings depicting 

Joseph is an engraving made by William 

Blake in 1773. More recently Dan Brown 

rekindled interest in the Holy Grail in his 

bestselling (and in my view overrated) novel 

The Da Vinci Code which was made into a 

film. 

To return to the hawthorn bushes, Joseph is 

supposed have pushed his staff into the 

ground on Wearyall Hill at Glastonbury which 

grew into a Holy thorn tree. The original tree 

was cut down by the Puritans who rejected 

this non- Biblical story, but the villages had 

kept sprigs from the bush from which later 

bushes were grown. Today Glastonbury is 

famed for the impressive remains of its 

medieval abbey and for a pop music festival 

held in a muddy field. 

Allen Steel June 2021 

___________________________________________________________ 
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On a recent walk, Pat, Hazel and I saw this 

plaque at the roadside. Beacontree 

Avenue/Belle Vue Road, Walthamstow 

E17 BT (OS Grid Ref: TQ 38942 90432)  

Ex-Fireman, and one of the originators of 

the memorial, Neil Pearce, recorded in 

2018, “This all started 2 years ago when I 

was chatting to my dear friend and 

neighbour, Bill Howard, and he told me the story of how his father was part 

of a Fireguard team during WW2. His father, also William, had been on duty, 

fire watching, on the night of 19th April 1941. He had just changed shifts with 

his colleagues and had returned home to Carnarton Road. He heard an 

explosion and rushed back to Beacontree Avenue and discovered that his 3 

colleagues had been killed by a parachute mine. I suggested to Bill that, 

perhaps we should get some sort of plaque or memorial in place to 

remember their sacrifice. Having served in the London Fire Brigade for 29 

years the subject was dear to me. Through generous contributions from 

neighbours we were able to unveil this beautiful memorial,” 

 

On Monday 24th May the ‘Blossom 

Garden’ was opened in the Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park. It is an area 

in the north of the park where 33 

blossom trees, representing the 33 

London boroughs, have been 

planted to provide a space to walk, 

sit and reflect and to: 

❖ remember the 19,000 Londoner’s who have tragically died. 

❖ Reflect on our own experiences of the pandemic. 

❖ Highlight the disproportionate impact on our communities. 

❖ Pay tribute to our key workers.  

(See also the London commemorative wall on the back cover.) 
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What is Climate Justice for All? 

Climate Justice for all is a climate 

focused, youth-led, global campaign 

which seeks to mobilise the Methodist 

family on issues of climate justice.  

We believe in Climate Justice for All:                                                                            
We Believe – communicates the essential place of faith in our work 

Climate Justice – highlights that the climate crisis is an issue of injustice, that 
Christians are challenging. It also reminds us that the climate crisis intersects 
with many other justice issues. 
For All – recalls John Wesley’s declaration that God’s love is for all. Seeking 
climate justice does not just involve a small number of individuals, but 
everyone. 
We believe in Climate Justice for All – do you?  

 
We believe that the Methodist family can make a difference. 
The climate crisis is one of the biggest justice issues the world faces. It is 
important for the global Methodist family to make our voices heard, and to 
take action alongside others. CJ4A acknowledges that the experiences of 
climate change are different across the world, whilst also attempting unite 
efforts towards climate justice with common themes. 
 

We’re calling on and resourcing Methodist communities across the 
world to:                                                                                                 
Listen – to stories of communities around the world, using videos and 
worship resources.  
Call – on our national ambassadors to the COP to strive for climate justice 
through a focus on equipping and fairness. 
Commit – to strive for climate justice in our own church communities. This 
will look different in each of the countries which are involved in the 
campaign, but the goals of equipping and fairness will remain at the heart of 
all commitments.  
 
 
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/what-is-distinctive-about-methodism/all-can-be-saved/
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We believe that 2021 will be a key year in the fight for our planet                                       
COP26 is the 26th annual meeting of the United Nation’s Climate Change 
Conference. This COP is significant because it will feature the first major 
review since the setting of the COP21 Paris agreement, a binding 
international agreement to limit global temperature rise. rise.                                                                                                             
Nations have committed to Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), 

which set out goals for reducing emissions and adapting to climate 
change. At COP26, progress will be reviewed, and new targets will be set. 

We believe that these targets need to focus on two key areas: 
Equipping vulnerable communities on the front lines of climate change with 
the resources they need to adapt to the changing world. 
Fairness, promoting action which sees the highest emitting countries 
committing to the most ambitious carbon reduction targets to reach net-
zero, and support efforts in other countries to reduce carbon outputs and 
adapt to the impacts of climate change. 
  

We believe in the power of youth leadership                                                              
Climate Justice for All is a youth led campaign, with six workers from five 
different countries. Climate Justice for All is also about YOU. We are 

building a diverse movement of young people and youth workers from 
around the world. Will you join us? Although it is youth led, this campaign 
is fully intergenerational and inclusive. We hope that you will be able to 
engage with taking action for climate justice through CJ4A. 

How can I get involved?                                                                                                    
Get resourced: Find monthly worship and storytelling resources, equipping 
you to listen and act for climate justice.  
Engage your community: How could your Methodist community get 
involved? Could your church, small group or gathering connect with the 
campaign together in worship? Bring other people on the journey with you. 
Speak up: Across the world, Methodist communities in different 
contexts are speaking up to call for Climate Justice for All. For more 
information visit: https://worldmethodistcouncil.org/cj4a/.  
(See p.9) 

 
 

“Our actions may only be like a drop of water, but 

the ocean is made up of drops.” 

https://worldmethodistcouncil.org/cj4a/
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OUR MISSION 

We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern and follow 
God’s direction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through 
the life of the church and outreach to the community. We promote worship and 
fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.  
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome. 

OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman 
Stewards:  Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden, Janet Dawe  
 
 

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:     Laura Pease 
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR JULY’s NEWSLETTER 

If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem,  
prayer or item of interest, please contact Jan Dent -   

jdent7@gmail.com or 07751603883 
Deadline to submit items: Monday 21st June 

 

 
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website. 

 

mailto:jdent7@gmail.com

