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May the true meaning
of Christmas touch
your hearts this season
and may peace and joy
be yours in the New
Year.
With love from
Wishing you all peace, health and
happiness for Christmas and the new
year from Janet and Peter Dawe.

Barbara and Peter

Margaret Ruddock wishes everyone
at Winchester a Happy Christmas

Allen & Chris Steel wish everyone a Happy Christmas.
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Dear Everyone,
This year has been a most extraordinary one, as we have coped with the
coronavirus and the many restrictions it has brought with it. Many plans
have had to be cancelled, put on hold, or postponed until gatherings can take
place again.
I have heard people ask if Christmas is cancelled for this year. It is an
interesting thought. As one of the major festivals in the Christian calendar,
Christmas is an important and significant festival for the Christian faith.
People from other religions and none join in the festivities with us.
Writing as I do in late November, I want to assure you that Christmas is not
cancelled. It may be celebrated differently this year, but it will still happen.
At present we do not know whether we will be able to meet with family and
loved ones, but we shall celebrate the birth of Christ as we do each year.
People have said to me that the most important aspect for them this year is
that they can be together. Some have even said they would forego the
presents and the partying in order to be with those they love.
If we take away all the traditions that have been added over the years, the
turkey, Christmas stockings, the tree, the decorations, carol singing and
crackers, we are left with the Christmas story, a story of a couple who set out
to go to Bethlehem and register for a census. Mary, the mother, was heavily
pregnant, and whilst in Bethlehem, gave birth to a son, who was worshipped
by shepherds and wise men. The boy’s name was Jesus. When he grew up,
the way he lived his life shaped the world we live in today, and his presence
has impacted on thousands of lives.
Christmas WILL be going ahead this year. As churches, we shall be
celebrating Jesus’ birth, and of his coming amongst us and the love that he
gives to each of us. The festivities that we have adopted over the years are
secondary to the story of God coming among us in the Christ child. We hope
that we can celebrate together, albeit, probably on a scaled down level, but
we know that God will be with us.
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Jesus will be born again in all of our hearts this Christmas. So, as you
prepare, remember to open your heart to him so that he may enter afresh
this year.
Wishing you a peaceful and meaningful Christmas.
Prayer line:

Can we pray for you?

There comes a moment in all our lives when we just need someone to listen
Call now on: 0127736711

Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm

Services for December
Please note that the services, in church, have been changed.
Video services are available on the church website
(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk) every week.
Previous services can be found on the same site.
Sun. 6th Dec. – Rev. Hilary Cheng
Sun.13th Dec. – Norman Grigg (Communion)/Rev. Hilary Cheng(video)
Sun. 20th Dec. -Peter Dawe- The Annunciation (Video service only)
Carol service 3pm (Booking Required)
Fri. 25th Dec. – Christmas Day Service at 10.30- Gillian Farnfield
(Booking Required)
Sun. 27th Dec – No Service in church (Video service only)
During Advent we are please that Young Church families at Winchester
will be recording the Advent Liturgy in the video services.

N.B: The Bereavement service was cancelled but there is ‘A time to
Remember’ a chance for you to come into the church, between 3pm &
7pm, on Tuesday 22nd December for reflection & private prayer.
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Presidency marks Inter Faith week with letter
celebrating friendship
An open letter from the Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist
Conference and Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist
Conference, to mark Inter Faith Week 2020.
Dear Brothers and Sisters of all Faiths,
We greet you all at the beginning of this Inter-Faith Week 2020 with good
wishes of peace. This is an occasion when we celebrate our friendships and
also when we consider what we share in common. The Methodist people are
known to be friends of all and enemies of none. That friendship we would like
to extend to you again this year, with respect, and indeed love.
John Wesley, the father of Methodism, taught us to acknowledge the work of
God in all peoples of faith. To recognise the finger of God, to rejoice in God's
work, and praise God with thanksgiving for God's presence and work
amongst people of all faiths.
We share with you a life of dedication to our traditions and faith. This year in
particular Methodist People have been reflecting on the fact that in spite of
all the suffering and struggles we have faced collectively as a Kingdom and
worldwide that the best of all is that God is still with us. This we choose to
affirm in faith and hope of a better future.
With renewed friendship and every blessing.
The Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist Conference, 2020 - 2021
Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference, 2020 - 2021

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me
– put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
Philippians 4:9 NIVUK
____________________________________________________
O God, we are your people.
You call us to live in peace with our neighbours.
Help us to build a place of peace wherever we are.
Amen
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Well done everyone….
At the end of October the church was closed for two weeks as we were asked
to re-assess our safety measures when London moved into tier 2. We were
able to re-open for one week, on 1st November, before being shut down
again. It was great that this allowed us to hold our annual service to celebrate
JMA collectiions, dedicate the shoe boxes, and welcome, a new preacher, Mr
Douglas Alcatrana to Winchester.
Despite the interruptions to our various fundraising opportunities,
Winchester Road has continued to support Junior Mission for All
(JMA) generously and our final total last year was £1,172.51. An
enormous thank you goes to everybody for your continued support either
through buying books, stationery, cakes, coffees, through donating pennies
(and coins) or supporting our special effort. Many thanks too, to our young
and young at heart collectors.
Congratulations JMA Collectors:
Leo and Franco Brivati , Emily and Louise Bygrave, Jenny Crean
Laura and Thomas Daniels, Erin and Dylan Hayward, Rosa and Micah Mills,
Gemma Player, Noah Rouse-Booth, Benedict, Martha and Toby Walker
All of our collectors will receive a Rainbow badge – signifying the hope that
every penny brings – and a certificate. Congratulations, too, to Thomas
Daniels, Benedict, Martha and Toby Walker for having collected for seven
years and being awarded their Long Service Award.
It would be lovely if we could continue to support JMA this year too so please
do feel that you can give me your pennies or your boxes at any time.
Thank you, Maureen Duncan
(See more from Maureen on page 13)

Keep it up Winchester!
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Shoeboxes.
This year we have sent 132 boxes from the
congregation and the uniformed organisations
will be sending theirs later if they are able to do them. It is the most we
have ever sent. They will be going to Romania, Belarus, Moldova or
Bosnia. It was a great effort and Thank you everyone, and people
beyond our congregation also gave so much. I love doing the packing
of the boxes and often think as I do it, "I
wonder what the child who opens it will feel,
will their hands be cold as they open it and
find a pair of mittens inside, have they got a
car at home or is this the first one, what's in
this little knitted bag, Oh it’s pretty things, a
necklace, things for my hair"
We also sent 12 of the boxes for elderly
people, I really only have ladies in mind,
mostly handy things but also again a piece
of jewellery, a bar of chocolate, Christmas
decorations, something a little special.
The Uniformed Organisations have sent a further 19 boxes.
I have already started collecting for next year - keep it up.
Sylvia Dixon

Joyce Roden would like to thank all those who gave
her stamps for Parkinsons UK. These formed a
substantial contribution to the annual total raised by
John Ward. This was £505.

Please keep collecting!"
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From Cromwell to Covid
During this month friends often enquire "What are you doing for Christmas?"
Faced with the Covid 19 Pandemic Lockdowns and the government issuing
orders and passing laws to close places or ban various activities I am not sure
what to say. Throughout my life Christmases have always included family
gatherings, present giving, a Turkey Lunch and different games concentrated
into two or three days around December 25th.
There is nothing in the Gospel accounts which places the birth of Jesus in
December. During the fourth century the early Christian church decided that
the birth of Jesus should be celebrated around the time of the winter solstice.
Some claim that the decision was influenced by memories of the Saturnalia, a
pagan festival in the former Roman Empire described as a time of joy and
merriment dedicated to the god Saturn which aimed to cheer people in the
dark days of winter. The Annunciation, when the angel told Mary that she was
going to give birth to a son (recorded in Luke's Gospel
Chapter 1 v 26-33) was to be observed on March 25th.
Jesus was born nine months later on December 25th. This
gave rise to the celebration of the twelve days of
Christmastide which ended on the eve before Epiphany,
the day commemorating the visit of three (?) Wise Men
(men who studied the stars GNB) to Bethlehem bringing their symbolic gifts of
Gold Frankincense and Myrrh. This Twelfth Night was a night of feasting,
carousing, partying, singing carols from door to door and exchanging gifts.
Though I suspect that this jollity did not extend to the humble peasants. The
end of Christmastide was marked by taking down the ivy, mistletoe and other
greenery that was used to decorate houses. Also during the season theatres
put on comedies which some writers see as the forerunner of Pantomimes.
In the mid 17th century after the Civil War, which ended with the execution of
King Charles Ist and his replacement by Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector,
Parliament was dominated by the Puritans. Their aim was to purge the church
of any Roman Catholic practices and 'not to celebrate Christmas in any way
other than by private respectful prayer'. There was nothing in the Bible to
suggest a celebration, nor was the day of Jesus birth known. They ordered that
the word Christmas should not be used as it referred to the Catholic 'mass 'and
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suggested Christ-tide instead. (For different reasons some groups today want
the word to be replaced by Winterfest or Wintertide to divorce it from its
religious significance). Parliament banned the festival; theatres were closed
and shops were told to remain open. Christmas Day was to be a normal
working day. These Parliamentary impositions gave rise to riots in some places,
and so for around twenty years celebrations went underground. The
restoration of the monarchy in 1660 led to the repeal of Puritan legislation and
Christmas was restored.
By the 19th century Christmas was barely celebrated and yet by the end of the
century it was the most popular season of the year and many give the credit
to Queen Victoria and Prince Albert who were influenced by their German
heritage. It was the publication of a picture of them celebrating Christmas with
their family around a Christmas tree that historians suggest was the beginning
of the domestic family Christmas most of us enjoy
today. Economic factors such as the rise in living
standards, cheap colour printing facilitating the
sending of Christmas cards (whatever happened to
the Victorian penny post!) and wrapping paper.
First real fir trees then plastic trees lit with strings of
'fairy lights, and today houses ablaze with lights.
Christmas lunch, thanks to frozen turkeys, laughing
at the corny jokes from Christmas crackers and in
desperation the synthetic jollity of Christmas TV.
Now we are about to experience a Covid 19 Christmas. With the constant
changes of rules arising from the pandemic writing this article in November I
cannot say how I am going to spend my Christmas. At one point we were not
permitted to gather in groups of more than six, then not to be with anyone
who is not in our 'bubble'. The only point of contact is by phone or using Zoom
or Face Time. For many churches, including Winchester Road, the Christmas
carol Service is a popular and well attended service but this year we will not be
able to sing the joyful familiar carols as the government restrictions forbid
singing. In its preface the new hymn book reminds us that 'Singing the faith
has been at the heart of the Methodist story from the beginning'.
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In StF there is a Christmas Hymn by Marguerite Kendrick with the first line Jesus
is the heart of Christmas (StF 207) which I have yet to sing.
verse 2 reads
Jesus is the heart of Christmas,
light your candles from his flame!
Hang your holly in his honour
trim each fir tree in his name!
Jesus is the heart of Christmas
celebrate the day he came!
It has been tied uncomfortably in StF to the tune Westminster Abbey familiar
from the hymn Christ is made the sure foundation (StF 677) but a better
singable choice would be the tune Grafton to which we sing For the healing of
the nations (StF 696). I hope one day I will sing this hymn which has such a clear
message.
Allen Steel, December 2020

Remembrance Day Service.
During the video service that Peter and Janet Dawe did on
Remembrance Sunday Peter mentioned Leyton invited
German children from Wansbech to stay with families as a
reconciliation move. At the same time my school in Leyton
had names for us from Germany for penfriends and I had
Ingrid from Hamburg. We are still in contact and write and
send cards, I got a job, when we were 18, for her in the
Swanage Guild Holiday House as she wanted to improve
her English and she stayed with us for a few
days. We met her husband and son when they
were on holiday here. We have shared happy
times and sad ones and soon I will be writing my Christmas
letter.
I do feel those who do the services for us should have a
big .THANKYOU.
Sylvia Dixon
Thank you also to Hilary and Carole who laid the wreaths at church
that Sunday.
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Paws for thought?

Where do pets come from?

A newly discovered chapter in the Book of Genesis has provided the
answer.
Adam and Eve said, “Lord, when we were in the garden, you walked
with us every day. Now we do not see you anymore. We are lonely
here and it is difficult for us to remember how much you love us.”
And God said, “No problem! I will create a companion for you that will
be with you and who will be a reflection of my love for you, so that you
will love me even when you cannot see me. Regardless of how selfish
or childish or unlovable you may be, this new companion will accept
you as you are and will love you as I do, in spite of yourselves.”
And God created a new animal to be a companion to Adam and Eve.
And it was a good animal. And God was pleased.
And the new animal was pleased to be with Adam and Eve and he
wagged his tail.
And Adam said,” Lord, I have already named all the animals in the
Kingdom and I cannot think of a name for this new animal.” And God
said, “No problem! Because I have created this new animal to be a
reflection of my love for you, his name will be a reflection of my own
name and you will call him DOG.”
And Dog lived with Adam and Eve and was a companion to them and
loved them.
And they were comforted
And God was pleased.
And Dog was content and wagged his tail.
And it came to pass that an angel came to the Lord and said, “Lord,
Adam and Eve have become filled with pride. They strut and preen
like peacocks and believe they are worthy of adoration. Dog has
indeed taught them that they are loved, but perhaps too well.”
And God said,” No problem! I will create for them a companion who
will be with them and who will see them as they are. This companion
will remind them of their limitations, so that they will know that they are
not always worthy of adoration.”
And God created CAT to be a companion to Adam and Eve.
And Cat would not obey them. And when Adam and Eve gazed into
Cat’s eyes, they were reminded that they were not
supreme beings. And Adam and Eve learned
humility. And they were greatly improved.
And God was pleased.
And Dog was happy.
And Cat didn’t care one way or the other!
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We would like to thank everyone at Winchester Road for their messages
of sympathy we received on the passing of my mother - Doris Jackson.
When it is safe to do so, we are planning to hold a Service of
Celebration and Thanksgiving for the life of Doris, to which everyone
who knew my Mum will be welcome to attend.
Phyllis and Dennis Lloyd.
Memories from Audrey Payling:
“I first came to Winchester when I was five years old. My friend Dorothy,
who lived across the road from me in Wickham Road, had an aunt who came
to the church and thought that Dorothy should come to Sunday School. As
Dorothy was very shy, I was asked if I would come with her, which I did. After
a few years her aunt left to go to the Baptist Church nearby and Dorothy
went with her, but I stayed at Winchester.
On Sunday mornings we had an ‘All Age Morning School’ led by Mr Smith and
later by Mr (Bob) Paine. Sometimes we would have a short talk from
someone in the church who would leave the service for a short time to speak
to us. Just before the end of the service we would join the congregation and
sing a hymn to them, which we had chosen and practiced. We would then
stay in church for the last part of the service.
In the afternoon there was Sunday School, in departments, for different age
groups. One afternoon, when I was in the Beginners department, my mother
gave me a sweet just before I left. As I hadn’t finished it when I got to Sunday
School, I had to sit out the front, facing the other children until I had finished
the sweet. Needless to say, I made sure it didn’t happen again!
I went all through the departments in Sunday School and became a teacher in
the Primary department, which was the starting point for all new teachers.
Later I was moved to the Junior department, first as a teacher and then as
the secretary. By this time, I was training to be a Nursey Nurse and then went
to college for teacher training, thus ending my time in Sunday School”
12

………….and our family from further afield
News from Olives in Kenya
Michael has written to tell us
that Despite Covid 19 school has
resumed and two classes are
now up and running.
They have managed to be
funded for essential equipment
to keep everyone safe, and the
toilets are
now in
place
Thank you again for you
continued donations to the
school which, as you can
see, are being put to good
use.
See more pictures on the back cover

___________________________________

We pray for all those, in our Church Family, who are unwell
at this time, but, especially,
for, Jane Tetteh-Alimo, Bill Jenner, Joyce Forder
and Josie Palmer.
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Need a book to read. The libraries are offering ways to get your books
While we have tens of thousands of titles online, sometimes you just want
a physical book to read. From Thursday 5 November 2020 you will able to
reserve books online and collect these from one of the following libraries:
Chingford, Leytonstone, Leyton, Walthamstow and Wood Street
We have teamed up with our Legends of the Forest once again to have
books delivered straight to your door. All you need to do is……Log into
your library account; browse and request the book you want. One of our
fantastic volunteers will deliver your books within three working days.
For children:
Ziptales is a fun and interactive online resource for children aimed at
increasing their reading pleasure.
Containing more than 300 stories – all read by professional voiceover
artists – as well as poems, puzzles and cartoons there really is something
to appeal to every child.
Ziptales is free to use. All you’ll need to access the site is your Waltham
Forest Library card number.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13 NIVUK
________________________________________________________

O God, your people looked with hope to a land of promise.
Help us to long for your promises
not the unimportant things of this world.
Amen.
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Local Foodbank (Eat or Heat)
‘Eat or Heat’ continues to benefit from the generous donations made by
church members. The distribution of food packages now takes place on a
Tuesday, at Chingford Congregational church in South Chingford.
Donations can be taken there on Monday or Tuesday, from 9.30 – 10.30.
Pat Ovenden has also been accepting donations at home

Carols on the Doorstep
As we may be unable to join together to sing
carols this year you may be interested in this!
Date: 20th December
Time: 5.30pm
This is being arranged by a Methodist Deacon in collaboration
with Premier Radio, who will be playing the carols.
You can download and print off carol sheets which, you can
share with neighbours. Then invite everyone to stand on their
doorstep to join in.
If you wish to take part visit
(http://www.carolsonthedoorstep.co.uk)

O God, you sent your messengers to tell people that the Christ
was coming.
We look for reminders of your messengers.
Help us to listen to your message to us today.
Amen.
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Advent craft activities
Advent wreath - This is a traditional Advent decoration,
with four candles set into a base of greenery. Use a ring of florist's
foam and press whatever evergreen foliage you can find into it,
together with the four candles. Light one candle on each Sunday of
Advent. You can also include a central candle to light on Christmas
Day. It may be best to make a wreath together as a group to then use
from the front each week, so that the children are fully involved but
aren't tempted to play with fire!
Advent puzzle - Stick an old Christmas card featuring a suitable
picture onto thick card. Cut the card into 24 squares. Write the
numbers 1-24 randomly on the backs of the pieces. Turn over the
correctly numbered piece each day to make up the completed picture.
If you have enough Christmas cards available, each child could make
one to take home.
Advent paper chain - Make a cardboard star, about 15 cm across.
About two-thirds of the way down the star, make a horizontal slit in the
centre of the star, about 5 cm long. Above the slit, write 'We are waiting
for Jesus to come'. Using brightly coloured paper, or Christmas
wrapping paper, make a paper chain of 24 loops. Thread the top loop
through the slit in the star before sticking it shut. On each day of
Advent, take off one loop of the chain. On Christmas Day you could
then add the star to the Christmas tree, if you have one.
Advent sweet tree- Make a large cone out of thin green card. Wrap 24
chocolate buttons in foil, or buy a box of wrapped sweets. Attach the
end of a piece of cotton to a small cardboard Christmas decoration,
such as a star or angel - you could cut pictures from old Christmas
cards to serve as the decorations. Number the decorations from 1 to
24. Using a blunt needle, sew the cotton through the card from the
outside to the inside of the cone Tie the cotton hanging inside the cone
to a sweet so that it hangs inside the cone. Do this for all 24
decorations. Then, on each day of Advent, snip through the cotton
attached to that day's decoration on the outside of the cone, so that the
sweet falls down inside the Christmas tree, and can be eaten!
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Wishing everybody at Winchester Rd a
very Happy Christmas and a peaceful
New Year. With best wishes from

the Moseley family x

Gillian Farnfield wishes Winchester Road
church family and friends a blessed
Christmas. It has been a strange year but I
am grateful to Hilary and all those at
Winchester Road who supported me and
others through these strange and tough
times. It has been a privilege to share in
other people’s joys and sorrows.
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OUR MISSION
We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern and follow
God’s direction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through
the life of the church and outreach to the community. We promote worship and
fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome.
OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman
Stewards: Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden.
OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:

Laura Pease

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR January’s NEWSLETTER
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem, prayer or
item of interest, please contact Jan Dent on jdent7@gmail.com or
07751603883
Deadline to submit items: Sunday 20th December
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website.
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