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Dear All,

Welcome to 2021. Itis good to have entered a new year. Many of us were
glad to say goodbye to 2020, and look forward with quiet anticipation to this
yearbeing better than the last one. The arrival of the coronavirus vaccine,
boosted our morale, and | hope that in time, we will feel the benefit of this
vaccination.

L NBOSydfte NBFIR GKAA ljd2dalF A2y odzi
the sameboat. We are in the same storm. Some people have boats, some
have yachts, some have canoes and some are swimming, trying to stay afloat.
.S 1AYR YR KSfLI 6K2S@OSNJ 22dz OlFLyQo

Can you picture where you are in that picture? | think | am in the water,
swimmng!

We have all been through a difficult time, one way or another, within the last
twelve months. We have all been through the same storm, although it has
affected each of us differently. Some have had worse experiences than
others. But the overridingnessage is that those who can help, assist those
who are in need of support and a helping hand.

We have entered a new year. We do not know what will happen in the
twelve months that lie before us, but we do know that God will walk beside
us each day. Hwill be with us in the storm, just as much as he is with us
when everything is plain sailing. That is a great comfort to know.

Ly mdny + LI2SY gla gNARGGSY o0& aAyyA
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King George VI who quoted it in his 1939 Christmas broadcast to the British
Empire. 6{ SS 1 fftSyQa INIAOEtS 2y LiJdmno
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Give me a light that | may tread safely intothe/ 1 Y2 6y Q@



YR KS NBLX ASRX QD2 2dzi AyGz2z (G4KS RI
God¢ KI G akKlftf oS G2 &2dz 6SGGUSNI KLYy
As we venture into the year that lies before us, may we do so with one hand
in the hand of Gd, confidently knowing that he will be at our side in the year

ahead.

With every blessing for a brighter 2021 M

Prayerline: Can we pray for you?
There comes a moment in all our lives when we just need someone to listen

Call now on0127736711 Monday to Friday 9a®pm

Services for January

N.B: These are the services on the plan. The Church Council will
be meeting in January to discuss re-opening the church,
depending on the situation at the time.

Video servicesare available on the church website
(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk) each week

These are uploaded on a Saturday evening and can be watched at
anytime. Previous services are also available on the website.

Sun. 3@ Jan. i NO SERVICE

Sun.10" Jan. i Covenant Service Rev. Hilary Cheng (TBC)
Sun. 17" Jan. 1 Local Arrangement (TBC)

Sun. 24" Jan. i Glynis Barber (TBC)

Sun. 31 Jan. i Gillian Farnfield (TBC)



http://www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk/

This year has seen so many things cancelled, including many services
in the church. The premises were totally closed for many weeks in the
spring. We were able to hold services again in August and a few of the
groups using our premises returned in September and October. Since
then, there have been further restrictions and things have had to close
again.

As we got into Autumn it was clear that many activities would not be
able to go ahead.

Christmas Inn was cancelled and Mary French and volunteers have
worked hard to ensure that those guests, who would have attended,
got a gift bag for Christmas.

Christmas Bazaars are always well supported by the community.

Highams Park Planning Group have organised a Christmas fayre for

the last few years. This year it took place early in November. It was live

on I'ine and throughout the day O6st a
wares. Many people had spent time during lockdown making and

creating. Altogether there were 34 virtual stalls.

Our own Christmas Bazaar is always a highlight of the year and Sarah
Hayward worked hard to make it happen, with online brochures for
church members and the comupmi syaltt
her front garden on 5" December. Many of the usual stall holders were

able to share their goods, from craft to food. Adele made more pies

than she would usually make and Maureen was busy over half term

making Christmas Puddings. Jams, pickles, soft toys, bulbs, cards and
stationery were all snapped up.

Remarkably this raised over £4,500 (See back Cover)
The full list can be seen on the next page.

Many thanks must go to Sarah for organising this and to all those who
put in the time to prepare goods for sale, and of course to all those who
purchased goods online and from the stall. There was a lovely
atmosphere as Church members, neighbours and passers-by stopped
to browse, buy and chat, at the pop-up-stalls.



Stall 'v| BazaarTotal ~

Books (pre-bazaar) £169.08
Plant Sale (pre-bazaar) £242.35
Pat's Bird Feeders (pre-bazaar) £30.00
2nd Hand Toys (pre-bazaar) £30.00
Maureen's Christmas Puddings £82.00
Lindy's Jams & Pickles £605.53
Adele's Pies £186.60
Maureen's Stationery £375.80
Janice's Toys £1,407.50
Sharon £223.00
Beth £8.00
Debbie Crawford £124.50
Janet Dawe £67.50
Father Christmas £68.00
Dorothy's Cards £206.20
Sweets £86.00
Cakes £442.20
Donations £270.00
GRAND TOTAL £4,674.26

Well done everyone!




UP, UP ANIAWAY by DavidWatson

We children thought they were pulling our legs (our older cousins often did)
but it was true; Uncle George really had bought an aeroplane. However,
more of that later as | am getting ahead of myself.

Humans have imagined a world of flight
for absolutely ages. The Egyptian
goddess, Isis, is depicted with wings on
the sarcophagus of Ramesses Ill, c1200
BC. Winged creatures abounded in
Greek mythology. Take the story of
Icarus. Father Daedalus and his son
Icarus are trapped in the labyrinth but
Dad hasa cunning plan, ingeniously
fashioning wings out of feathers stuck
on with wax. He gives the warning to Icarus not to fly too high or the wax
will melt. What a daft thing to say to a teenager, who promptly ignores
him, does precisely the opposite with tlesult that the heat of the sun
melts the wax and Icarus falls into the sea and drowns. This is probably the
first recorded air accident and would have left any Air Crash Investigation
teams scratching their heads.

As a youngster, my favourite wBggasus, the flying horse. Oh, how | wanted

to ride on a flying horse. | imagined our lovely riding mare, Hunter (yes, that
was her real, unimaginativ@eame!) with wings. Mind you, she could move

at a scary speed just using four legs if she was hedxtiog to the farm. It

must run in the family because my elder daughter, Laura, also wanted to fly.
Margaret really worried that she might launch herself out of the bedroom
window. J M Barrie has a lot to answer!fofhen there was Hermes, the
messenge2 ¥ (KS 3A2RaX ¢gK2 KIR RAyl& fAd
not forget Eros, the god of loyavho was also, for many years, a traffic
nuisance at Piccadilly Circus. The Persians gave us winged lions and, for good
measure, the Arabians threw in theamic flying carpet. And how about the
LIK2SYAEX 2y 2dzNJ R22NBRGSLI 4 2AyOKS
dragons, particularly Welsh ones.



My daughter Mary (ten at the time) and | were
camping on a remote site near Snoovdin
North Wales. We wer snug in our sleeping | <
bags when we were awakened by something W&
flying over the tent making a sensationally 4
loud, screeching, wailing noise. We both
aAYdzZ GF yS2wmif 8BQaal ARIZ
burrowed further into our sleeping bags. The
next morning the faaway hillside was on fire.
It really, really was. | rest my case.

Obviously, other members of the animal kingdom got airborne long before
humans even existed, let alone had aspirations to flight. Insects were probably
the first to get aloft, followed ¥ reptiles and then birds. Generally, wing
flapping consumes quite a lot of energy; so that raises the question, why
bother to fly at all? Some possibilities are: you can escape grbased
LINBRIG2NBXZ | f{iK2dzZaAK & 2 dzQ NFs veelli yoti dan A y
range further in search for food; and you can find a mate more easily. But
getting back to early flight, and here | must, with apologies to any resolute
creationists, look to fossil discoveries. Perhaps | should atiptyedlyto the

next bit.

Fossils indicate that the insects flew first, probabl -
as long as 400 million years ago. They came in &&=
shapes and sizes. One of the largest wa
Meganeura, similar to our modern dragonfly,
which had a wingspan of over two feet. Yo
WouRY Qi 6+ ydG GKEG KNk A
in line were the reptiles, appearing around the
200-million-year mark. These flying types come
under the general heading of pterosaurs and the

biggest fossil so far discovered, the Quetzalcoatlus, had a wangsp

I LILINBF OKAYy 3 op TFSSio ¢-day smalkairpiaied 3 S
Imagine one of those perching on your TV aerial. Birds came much later,

around 60 million years ago, with fossils indicating an apparent evolution via

dinosaurs to Archaeoptery a hybrid with feathered wings.




What a fantastic array of birds we have in our world today. You will all have
your favourites, so | will merely list a few that have stuck in my own little grey
cells. Childhood memories in Yorkshire are of starimgmurations6 L R 2 Yy !
think the word had been coined then) that filled the sky, and of swallows
nesting under the eaves and lining up on electricity wires in the autumn before
RSLI NIAYy3IoD L ¢ dRl th&/Fchat I&NFBHeddA MaBy ninke 3hg
journey to South Africa for our winter and return in the spring, a round trip of
12,000 miles all that effort to get yearlong warm weather. It is said that
people with deep pockets also do this. | recall later trips with Margaret seeing
a white-tailed eagleon Mull, soaring effortlessly, and gannets diving into the
sea as we crossed on the ferry from Leverburgh to Berneray in the Hebrides.

There are many wayis whichthings are able to fly
floating, gliding, rocket propulsion, etc but the most
important contribution to human flight has
undoubtedy been the wing, and it took us a long time

to work out something that the birds had employed for
eons. Before that, though, the first free manned flight
was a hot air balloon in 1783. It was built by the
Montgolfier brothers but actually piloted by Messieurs
w2T ASNJFYR RQ! NI yRSsS F2f¢t
a sheep, duck and rooster as passengers. If you ask me why those particular
animals, tan onlyrespond with a Gallic shrug.

The 1800s saw more incursis (and fatalities) aloft with manned gliders,
tethered box kites and hydrogen balloons but we have to jump more than a
century to possiblghe most significant event in the history of flying, when
the Wright Brothers flew a powered winged aircraft. The @|a€tty Hawk,
North Carolina; the date, 17 December 1903; and the time, 10:35 am. On
that first attempt the Wright Flyercovered 120 feet and, at the fourth
attempt at noon, 852 feet, helped by a good headwitidwas slightly
damaged on landing but atbater, the machine was flipped over by a strong
gust and severely damagedt never flew again but the restored cratft is in
the Smithsonian in Washington DC, and to see it is to be amazed at the
determination and courage of those early pioneers.



L dir@radible to think that, in a little over half a century, man had landed on
the moong and got back. Digouwatch it live on TV?

| am lucky enough to have flown a few times, sadly contributing to air
LR2tfdziAzy Ay (KS LINPoGy,dhatstick irLtie@and. i K
A business trip to the Isle of Man was one, where the runway at Ronaldsway
looks distressingly short from the air. Also vivid is the experience as
passengerinmy seinf 6 Qa YAONRf AIKGP LYF3A
andyou get the picture. The ability to turn your head and look straight down

to the groundg apart from hang gliding must be the closest to getting a
0ANRQa S&S OAaASgo L ¢l a @SNE TF2NId
the vintage Dragon Rapid&.hat was a very generous retirement present.
Uncle George, | have just discoversdm Ken,

an older cousin, was in fact no relation
GKI 6a2S@OSNE odzi Ay FIO
friend; an honorary uncle, therefore. He
farmed in the next village and sometime in the

. 1950s bought a Tiger Moth. Nearly 9000 were
made from 1931 and, aseM being used for
recreation, it became extensively used as an
w! C GNIFAYSNI RdZNAY3 22 LL® LG KFER I
G2 Fte ¢Stftéad YSY &lFAR KS FtSg 647
turning along the coast to Bridlingih before looping back home. My brother

and | had offers of a trip but somehow it never seemed to fit in with life on
0KS FIFN¥Yo alyeg @SIFNR fFGSNE L YSyi
what George was like driving a carthe ground, and I cérl- Ayt & g ay
G2 NRA] @2dz AGK KAY AYy GKS ANEO®
least not with his plane.

Up, Up and waywas a song from 1967, in case you wondered, but it may be
apposite to end with something for us folk of advanciegngg Isaiah 40:31.

OBut those who trust in the Lord for help, will find their
strength renewed. They will rise on wings like eagles;

they will run and not get weary; they will walk and not

grow wea k.




Shoeboxes.

real people
making a
4U 4 i We were able to serth1 boxes in totarbém

Winchester Road Church, and Sylvia has
received this message from Chris and Fiona at Loughton.

G2S g2dAZ R tA1S G2 are I 1! D9 GKI
&SI Nna ¢Skyan! &aK2S862E OF YLI A3y o
processed andemit 2,066 quality boxes to be sent to needy children in
Romania.

The boxes were collected from Loughton on Friday&tiiMonday 30th

November and the first lorry, with 8,542 boxes on board has arrived in
Oradea, Romania. The attached photo shows a child receiving one of thc
boxes(See picture on front cover)

We could not have done any of this without you, whatevet yaun played in
helping to put together so many wonderful gifts of love in a box.

Nationally, the total number of Teams4U boxes received to date is aroun
43,000 which is incredible in these very challenging circumstances. With
help we have put smiteon the faces of so many disadvantaged children al
families. We cannot thank you enough!

2 A 0K SOSNE 3JI22R gAaK FT2NJ/ KNRadGY]}

Chris & Fiona Beament
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God of hope and redeemer of the world,

During advent, we imagine you coming as though we sit
in a waiting room, eager to see the door open and our
name being called,

A voice beckoning us to come in so that you may help
us with our need

A place of hope to dispel our fear of the worst

And to leave in hope, knowing that healing has begun
Amen.
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Stay in touch while you're
in lockdown! If you're on
Twitter we Tweet! OF
vead our Blog! All sermons
available as downloadable
pDFs! Full details on ou¥

Facebook profile! ’

"...and we used to grumble about not
understanding archaic church language!"

Lockdowns, firebreaks, navigating tiers.
Churches have adapted well to the fast
changing rules and regulations of 2020,
as the nation battles to keep a pandemic
under control while protecting the most
vulnerable members of owsociety.And
now with the gamechanging news that
several vaccines are on the horizon,
these will be the key to unlock all our
lives and some sense of normality again.
But after nearly a whole year of living,
working and meeting differently, do we
just wart to return to what we had
before? Do we just go back to how we
Ff ol &a YeRtheRerviz&sdzNDK Q
midweek meetings, and small groups, or
has 2020 given us a chance to think
differently and to reset and renew?

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally
observed from the 18th to the 25th January i the octave of
St. Peter and St. Paul. However, some areas observe it at

Pentecost or some other time

I now have the answers to the Quiz in aid of The Feeding Programme for the

Street Children of Kenyaet me know if you would like a copy.
Supporters from Church were very generous a&nas able to send a elgue
for £55. Thank you all so much.Barbara

Dondét forget

to sayve vyour stamps

collecting them on behalf of Parkinsons UK

11



Charch Famiy Ness

The extracts below are from  a letter received from Penny and Phill
Borkett . If you would like to read the whole letter please let me
know and | can let you have a copy.

o0Phil | & sfewfniomthes in active ministry were far

from what was expected. With no face -to -face contact

from March, there were not the farewell parties, visits

and services that had been anticipated . Instead, he
found new 6distantd ways to supp
some of whom experienced the tragedy of covid in the

early days. He also managed to compress services into
short video messages 0 maybe a lesson here!

| (Penny) completed my second book 6Spec]

Educational Needs in the Early Y
published last month. I am trustee of ©6Bahb
Sheffieldd. We were truly Duchess e
of Cambridge, came to visit . She is keen to support the

work of the charity under the remit of her work in the

early years.

We were able to manage a few socially distant meetings

with Mary, Dave and Evie (10) and Hannah, Tom,

Bethany (8) and Oliver (3). Mary continued teaching
throughout and Dave and Tom have continued

working from home. Hannah was made redundant

from East Midlands Airport but has a new job working

as part of a schools/business mentoring project.

ort

ear

With our love Penny and Phill Borkett
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"To all my friends and everybody at Winchester Road

Church. I am wishing you a wonderful Christmas. God

bless you all in this wonderful season of Advent. | am

sure you will enjoy it despite Virus 19 trying its worst;

for our "Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will triumph over
everythingo. Blessing to you all from Bill and Iris Jenner.

During the past year our church family has grown with the birth of
Isaac and Eli Fletcher, and Blessing Agbaleyno in March.

Et han Gabriel Jones (Lindy & Peget

andPenel ope Frances Cole (Allen a
granddaughter) was born in August.

We look forward to seeing them all  (some may be walking!) when we
are able to meet again in person.

n d

We also remember all those for whom this year has been very
difficu It:

For those bereaved, the opportunity to share in a memorial service
with others was denied and we will be holding services in the

church, as soon as we are able. The bereavement service, planned in
December, was cancelled but we hope to hold a service next year.

We pray for all those, who have been unwell, and are adjusting to
life with the help of carers, or in homes, where
visits are so limited.

13
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Gate of the Year

And | said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:

0Gi ve me a rmaywhtrdadhtsdfely into th
And he replied:

0Go out into the darkness and put vy

That shall be to you better than |

These oft quoted words are the opening lines of a poem entitled \Ggd2 ¢ a Q
written in 1908 by Minnie Haskingho wasa lecturer at the London School of
Economics. They became more widely knomhen King George VI quoted
them in his Christmas Broadcast to the nation in 19BBe as a journey or a
pilgrimage is an idea popular with many writers who idengi&teswhich we

need to pass through.

The ancient Romanbelieved in aod of
changes and transitions callethnus He
stood at doorways, or at the entrance tcf§
bridges but above all he stood at th(fi
gatewayof the year whose first monttis
now known as January. Images and statu
of Janus show him as having two faces o
looking back the other looking forward, a:
shown onthis coin, dating from around
2025BC.

John Bunyan in his account of his dream/vision of the life of his Christian
Pilgrim leads us ttough gates which eventually bring Christian at the end of
life's pilgrimageto the pearl gatesof the Celestial City. This is the New
Jerusalem described in the final book of our Bible (Revelation 222y.9

In this country we recognise an obscure saitBotolph who was given land

in the seventh century to build a monastery in East Ar{gliabably in Suffolk
where he earned a reputation as an abbot and scholar. Little is krabeut

him but for some reason he became a saint whose protection was sought by
travellers beginning a journeyHis abbey was @&troyed during the Danish
(Viking) attacks of the ninth century though his bones had been exhumed
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earlier and rebued in several B
places includingEly Cathedral §
and Westminster Abbey. Thergs
are about seventy Anghn
churches with dedications to thegy
saint which areusuallyfound at
the gate or entry point to towns.
There is degend that some of thef:
saint's remains reached Londof" 8
passing through four of London'ss
gates Here turches dedicated
to him were built. StBotolph
Billingsgate was destroyed during the Fire of London 1666the remaining
three churchesare still activeat Bishopsgate (close to Liverpool Street Station)
Aldgateand Aldersgate(shown in this photograph, which is close to where
John Wesleyad his hearwarming experience).

Returning to my theme of the gate of the year the old (1932) Methodist hymn
book had eight hymns grouped together under the head®gening and
closing of the yeabut in Singing the Faith there is no such section. pacis
that as there is no Biblical link to the new year the editors ignored it. New
Year's Eve /Hogmanay is a secular celebration. Charles Wesley however
penned a hymn which he published in a collection of hymns for New Year's Day
in 1750. It was includedithe old book (MHB 956) and has found its way into
the section Journey with God in the new book (StF 460).

G/ 2YS £SiG dza |ySeésx 2dzNJ 22
roll round with the year, (roll round with the year)

and never stand still (and never stand still)

GAtt GKS YF&AGSNI F LIS NIDE

Singing the Faith credits John Wesley as the composer or arranger of the tune
Derby to which these words are sung.

15



Frarces Ridley Havergal, who was the unmarried daughter of a musically gifted
Anglican clergyman, is best known for the hyirake my life and let ke (StF
566) also wrote two new year hymns which are only found in the 1932
hymnbook.

Another year is dawning

Dear Master, let it be,

In working or in waiting

Another year for Thee; (MHB 954)

In the verses which follow she leads us to sing apémbther year of...
mercies..of grace... ofgladness...of progressf. praise..of. service.Another
year forThee.

Her better known new year hymn &tarding at the portal of the openg

year

(MHB 955) which concludes with the confident assertion

Resting on His promise

what have we to fear ?

God is all sufficient

for the coming year. Allen Steel January 2021

dh

The Methodist ChurCh" If you have internet

in Britain access, do take a look

at the Methodist News

webpage where responses and prayers to national news events appear,
as well as updates relating to the Methodist Church.

www.methodist.org.uk/news-and-events/news-releases

fiThe LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you; the LORDnN his face towards you and
give you peace. 0

Numbers 6:24-26 NIVUK

16
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Local Foodbank (Eat or Heat)

Wwo I (i haslbderbdupp@ting an increasing number of families and in|the
week before Christmas was able to provide extra Christmas Giftdl filve
families. Many thanks to all those who have continued to support the
Foodbank during the year.

-

Award made to The World Food
Programme

The Norwegian Nobel Committee has

decided to award the Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 to the World
Food Programme (WFP) for its efforts to combat hunger, for its
contribution to bettering conditions for peace in conflict-affected
areas and for acting as a driving force in efforts to prevent the
use of hunger as a weapon of war and conflict.

The Norwegian Nobel Committee wishes to emphasise that
providing assistance to increase food security not only prevents
hunger, but can also help to improve prospects for stability and
peace.

Waltham Forest Resource Hub (North), 58 Hall Lane,
70 Waltham Forest Chingford, E4 8EU

ageuk 0208 558 512

info@ageukwalthamforest.org.uk
The North Hub continue to provide support, advice and online
activities for residents.

Let us then approach Gododés thron
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Hebrews 4:16 NIVUK
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Snowdrops

Snowdrops are one of the first signs of life in
gardens after the long winter months, flowering
between January and March.

Whilst out and about, keep an eye out for these
pretty white flowers. Spring is on its way.

L

Suntrap 1 If you remember visits toditrap in High Beach, you will be gla
to know they will be reopening in 2021!

fiCurrently, the team is busy unpacking all our many crates of resources in
readiness for the relaunch of our refurbished site.In the New Year we'll put
together a virtual tour for you to get a real sense of the place.

Suntrap welcomes governmentoés pl ans
from Easter 2021, read more about this exciting step forward for outdoor
learning in Teacher-talk.

Looking forward to opening our doors again in 2021.

Keep skefreRolison, Head of Suntrap

Looking for something to do at home? .

; giving
Food fights,squabbles and squawksfou never know ﬁ nature
what might fly in, and with food scarce at this tirokyear ele) a home
competition can be fierce.
You can participate in th&reat BritistBirdwatch anytime between Friday 2
and Sunday 31 January. Simply spend an hour cauyttii birds in your
garden, from your balcony or in your local park. Then tell us what you sa

i T h e me sush thing as bad weather, only unsuitablec | ot hi ngo

Alfred Wainwright, author
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What happened after Jesus had
been born in Bethlehem?

READ Matthew 2:1-12

=% Who came from the East? {K
(( Mouse Make b Why had they come?

Z} £X What were they following? 149

X

Who was alarmed by their arrival?

Who had the prophet written about?

Where were they then sent?

Where did the star lead them?

Who did they see?..... What did they do?

READ Matthew 2:13-23
Who appeared to Joseph? e i

What was he told? .... Why? What did he do?

Who then became angry?.... and why? What horrible thing did he then do?

x

When Herod died where was Joseph
told to take his family?

Where did Jesus xS
finally grow up?

Jan21 © deborah noble * parishpump.co.uk
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WE RAISED £4,674

*

*

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED US!

OUR MISSION

We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern and follow
G o d dirsction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through
the life of the church and outreach to the community. We promote worship and
fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome.

OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman
Stewards: Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden.

OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER: Laura Pease

CONTRIBUTIONS FBEE B R U AAEWSLETTER
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem, prayer o

item of interest, please contact Jan Dendent7 @gmail.comor
07751603883
Deadline to submit itemsMonday 28" January

This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website.
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