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Dear All,
The story is told of two friends who went through school and university
together remaining close throughout. Then their lives took them on very
different paths. One became a judge, whilst the other’s life descended into a
life of crime. One day, the criminal stood in court, whilst his friend was the
judge. The criminal pleaded guilty to a crime. His friend, the judge,
recognised his friend and was faced with a situation that God faces with us.
As a judge his role was to be just and not let the man go free, but he also
wanted to be merciful to his friend. The judge fined the criminal the correct
amount for the crime committed, which was justice. He then came down to
his friend and wrote out a cheque for the exact amount of the fine and gave
it to his friend saying that he would pay the penalty in his place. This was an
extraordinary act of mercy, grace and love.
God loves each of us more than a parent loves their child. That is why he paid
the high price of sending Jesus, his son, into the world, who paid the price for
us.
At Easter time, we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for us, his arrest,
trial and crucifixion. Many ask why Jesus did this. The answer is because he
loves us so much, he was willing to pay the ultimate price for us, so that we
could be forgiven whenever we get things wrong and, ultimately, find our
way to heaven.
As Easter approaches once more, and you hear the familiar stories of the
passion and resurrection of Jesus, remind yourself of all that Jesus won for
you personally at the cross, and give thanks with a grateful heart.
Wishing you a happy and peace filled Easter,
May God continue to walk with us in the days and weeks to come.
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Services for April
Below are the services on the plan. We are hoping services will be held in the
church from Easter, and beyond.
Video services will also be available on the church website
(www.winchesterroadchurch.org.uk) each week.
These are uploaded on a Saturday evening and can be watched at
anytime. Previous services are also available on the website.
Thurs.1st April: - Peter Dawe – (Maundy Thursday) online only
Fri. 2nd April: Rev. Hilary Cheng (Good Friday) online only
Sun. 4th April: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (Easter Sunday inc. communion)
Sun. 11th April: - Jacob Adofo
Sun. 18th April: - Local Arrangement
Sun. 25th April: - Rev.Angela Brennan (Church Anniversary)
Sun. 2nd May: - Rev. Hilary Cheng (communion)

Prayers and Pastoral Messages:
You can find prayers and other information on the Methodist site below, or
dial a prayer the phone lines listed.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus/prayers-duringthe-coronavirus-pandemic/dial-a-prayer/
Prayer: 0808 281 2514
Pastoral message from the President and Vice-President: 0808 281 2695
Methodist Podcast: 0808 281 2478
You can find further information about what is happening in the Methodist
Church on: https://www.methodist.org.uk/
or: - Listen to a Daily Hope message from the Archbishop of Canterbury:
0800 804 8044.
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Hilary wishes to thank the church for the planter of flowers
she received at the end of March.

World Day of Prayer

5th March

“Build on a Strong Foundation”
Friday 5th March was a day set aside to spend time
thinking of people who live in different parts of the
world. This year we visited the concerns for the
people in VANUATU (especially the women). This
first Friday in March is a Day of Prayer celebrated in over 170
countries. It started in Samoa. Prayer, in native languages, travelled
throughout the world – through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe
and the Americas before finishing in American Samoa, some 39 hours
later.
This year we had to put our thinking caps on, how we could best use
the information available to us, to share the service which had been
written and put together by the women of Vanuatu, as we were not able
to join in a church service. We decided to let people have the order of
services to take part at the time we would normally (10:30 -11:30) in
their own homes. This then left me with how we could take up the
offertory. Each year donations are made to fund projects in the UK and
around the world. I suggested people put it in the envelope provided
and arrange to get it to me. I am pleased to say I have managed to
send off £177. If there is anyone who would like to add to this, I am
sure it can be arranged.
Looking forward to next year, again the first Friday in March, when it is
the turn of Great Britain & Northern Ireland to provide the service.
Hopefully, we will be able to meet together in Winchester Road as it is
our turn.
Mary Burgoine.

'Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another,
be compassionate and humble.' - 1 Peter 3:8.
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Many thanks to Millie Evans, who designed the Easter card that many of you
will have received. Millie went off to Aberystwyth to start her first-year art
course in in September. She has not been able to come home since then, but
hopefully will be able to see her family soon.

Thank you also to Erin, Dylan and
Dean, members of our Young
Church, who planted bulbs 3 years
ago. They are in bloom again this
year. Some are in front of the
church and others at the side of
the church in Wickham Road.
(Please note this picture was
taken a couple of years ago)

Thanks also to one of our members for the following:
“Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away.
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things.
Whoever has God lacks nothing.
God alone suffices.”
We remember all members of our Church community who are suffering at
the moment from, bereavement, ill health and isolation.
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Easter traditions ........Hallelujah
This month many of us believe that we can see the light at the end of the
tunnel, as the covid restrictions are lifted, and we feel able to celebrate Easter.
Christmas and Easter have become seasonal festivals taken over by the
commercialised world. Rudolph the red nosed reindeer and the jovial Father
Christmas have been grafted onto to the Christian Christmas while Easter has
chocolate Easter eggs, the Easter Bunny and for some ' Easter Bonnets with all
the frills upon it.'
There is not general agreement of the origin of the word Easter, some argue
that it derives from a pagan fertility goddess called Eostre, others suggest that
it is derived from the direction east, from where the sun, the herald of a new
day, rises. Our Puritan ancestors were not happy with the word Easter which
they maintained had pagan origins and quoted Paul's letter to the church at
Corinth who told them not to work with unbelievers. Today there is pressure
in some sectors to rename Easter Sunday as Resurrection Day.
The supporters of Easter Eggs say that the tradition of colouring hen’s eggs red
was symbolic of the blood of Jesus shed for us at the crucifixion and the empty
shells, left after the eggs were eaten, represented the empty tomb. Eggs were
amongst the food which Christians in medieval Europe were banned from
eating during Lent so its end could be celebrated with eggs. The tradition
began amongst Christians in the Middle East and spread thorough the
Orthodox Churches into the western Roman Catholic Church and Protestant
churches. The eggs in the photograph, on the back cover, are from Hungary
where a pattern in white or cream is painted onto the red dyed egg.
John Cadbury began making chocolate in Birmingham in the 1820s which was
sold as a drink and was very expensive. It was towards the end of the century
that the Cadbury firm began production of bars and, the now familiar, Easter
eggs. At Winchester Road we have the tradition of giving chocolate eggs to the
children at our local special schools at Easter. The ultimate in Easter eggs were
the richly jewelled ones made for the Russian Royal Family by Peter Carl
Faberge.
The origins of the Easter Bunny are less clear. One suggestion is that it came
from German folklore concerning a rabbit, or hare, who brought gifts of
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coloured eggs as a reward to those children at Eastertide who were 'good'. This
tradition was taken to America in the 18th century by German protestant
settlers and reached here, from there, as did the idea of making chocolate
Easter bunnies. (See back cover)
The planned publication day for this month's magazine is Easter Sunday and
the keyword found in many of the hymns written for the day is Hallelujah
(alternative translation Alleluia) which is translated from two Hebrew words
'halle' meaning Give praise, linked by the word for you, to 'jah', an abbreviated
word for God. It is used as a joyous shout and exhortation at the beginning of
many Psalms and is translated as 'Praise ye the Lord' in the King James Bible
(for example Ps 106, Ps.111-113). Charles Wesley ends each line of his Easter
hymns with Hallelujah STF 300 Hail the day that sees him rise Alleluia! and STF
298 Christ the Lord is risen today Alleluia! The word also appears in more than
six other Easter hymns but for many it is familiar from the triumphal Hallelujah
chorus in Handel's oratorio, The Messiah. The text was compiled by Charles
Jennens from verses in the Bible and for this chorus he quotes lines from
Revelation Chapter 19. Like many Bible words and phrases Hallelujah has
passed into everyday speech, so when we explain a difficult idea to someone
who after a struggle finally understands it, we exclaim "Hallelujah”! If you want
a treat use Google or You Tune to find Mozart's Alleluia sung by such famous
sopranos as Kiri Te Kanawa, Renee Fleming or Cecelia Bertoli, and, impressively
by Aksel Rykkvin a 13-year-old Norwegian choir boy.
Allen Steel, Eastertide April 2021
As we should be able to meet in church on Easter Sunday, we will be collecting small, wrapped eggs for our local special school.
These can be brought to church and put in a box on the way in, or, if you will not be at church, you can deliver them to Jan Dent.
“Thank you to everyone who is still supporting Traidcraft. I have just sent a
donation of £200 to their charity Traidcraft Exchange from the trading ‘profit’
on the church stall. If you want to order goods, including cards, please
contact Sylvia.”
Laura Pease
Maureen Duncan also has items of stationery for sale. Please contact
Maureen if you would like a catalogue. (Maureenduncan@mac.com)
All proceeds support the work of our church. Most goods are 50p or less.
Maureen Duncan
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Church News
Church Council has met several times in recent months.
Church Services: -At the full meeting held on Thursday 25th February, the
church was still closed. Although churches could open, most churches in the
local area remained closed. The Church Council agreed, that as the cases of
Covid continued to drop, we could consider re-opening towards Easter and a
second questionnaire was sent to all members and associates. We are grateful
for all those who replied, and at a further meeting on 15th March it was agreed
that, provided the situation continued to improve, we would open for services
on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Services on Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday would continue online. It will be necessary for people to book if they
wish to attend these services and details will be included in the weekly
information sent out.

GDPR:- Under current legislation the collection and storage of all personal
information is strictly regulated. All those holding offices within the church
should complete the relevant training. Please see below.
GDPR training:- The training will be held via zoom on:
• Tuesday 20th April at 10.00am
• Thursday 22nd April at 2.00pm
• Monday 26th April at 7.00pm.
The following link can be used to access the training:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8345484534?pwd=UTBwdWFBaG1qK0k3Yys2a0xj
UEY1QT09
All on: Meeting ID: 834 548 4534 Passcode: 158039
Landline: 0203 051 2874 United Kingdom
The duration of the training will be 1 hour followed by questions. The training
will be led by Revd Stephanie Njeru for our circuit.

Property:- The Quinquennial inspection has taken place and a few issues
raised. These are in hand. As agreed at a previous meeting the screens in the
church will be replaced and the existing screens used to provide visual access
to the minister, and others from the front of the church, as well as those in the
Hub. Tom, our new caretaker has continued to work throughout, carrying out
maintenance of the building and grounds.
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‘CARE Highams Park’: A paper was circulated. describing the status of
‘CARE’. ‘CARE’ is currently not operating due to the corona virus. There
were three main ongoing concerns: (1) lack of support from Churches
Together in Highams Park (CTiHP) (2) the need to plan for replacing longstanding CARE management staff and (3) insurance issues. It was agreed that
we would contact representatives of CTiHP to suggest that Winchester should
take over the running of Care. This is now underway.
“The Stewards express their thanks for all the hard work put in to keep the
church congregation in touch; Pastoral leaders for weekly updates; those
making calls and visits; the organisers of the Christmas Bazaar; the team
producing the online services; the volunteers enabling services to take place in
church when we were open.
Particular thanks must go to Hilary for her leadership, pastoral care and
concern during this particular time.
We hope that in working together, and taking care of each other, we will
continue to go forward as an example and outreach to ourselves and the local
community.” (Carole Merriman – Senior Steward)

“Lord, your earth is
changing – and we have
learned that is our fault.
Stewardship can be such a
burden.
Help us to grasp the
responsibility you have given
us, help us to respect the resources with which you have
blessed us, help us to be the stewards you intend us to
be. Help us to think change, help us to do change before
it is too late. Amen
Thomas McKnight, President of the Methodist Church in Ireland
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What does the Methodist Church Stand for?
During one of our Lent Group meetings, we discussed what the
Methodist Church was doing beyond our church walls. Here are just a
few of the issues that have been dealt with recently:
Housing Commission report- The Methodist Church supported the
Commission through the secondment of Joint Public Issues Intern, Dan
Simpson, to the team working on the research behind the report.

Statements on possible cuts to foreign aid: -The Revd Richard
Teal, President of the Methodist Conference, and Carolyn Lawrence,
Vice-President, said: "Times are tough for many of us – both here in
the UK, and for our brothers and sisters across the globe. UK Aid is a
percentage of the UK’s GNI – and so it changes each year and is never
beyond what we as a nation can afford. It is vital that we preserve the
UK’s reputation as a champion of global justice. As Christians, we
believe it is our duty to stand alongside our global neighbours and seek
justice for the most vulnerable. As we are called to love our neighbours
– wherever they might be - remaining vocally committed to 0.7% GNI is
a moral imperative.’

Women’s safety:- Rachel Lampard, Team Leader of the Joint Public
Issues Team, asked, following the death of Sarah Everard: “Why do we
put up with this? Why is it “just the way things are”? Why are women
told to take care, to stay safe? Yet again this is about the invisibility of
women’s experiences, of the male norm. but then we come face to face
with Jesus’s ministry. Jesus saw those who were dismissed by the
society they lived in or were told they had to put up with their
circumstances: the woman who experienced non-stop menstrual
bleeding; the woman at the well who had multiple husbands; the
woman, dismissed by the men for who she was seen to be, who
anointed Jesus’s feet. Jesus saw these women, he saw they were
created in God’s image, and they were truly loved. He did not accept
society’s norms – in fact, he rejected the messages that he should not
speak to these women or honour them.

These are only extracts from a few of the issues the team are
addressing. For more information visit: info@methodist-news.org.uk
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Shoeboxes: - A further reminder from Sylvia
I am already covering boxes in Christmas paper.
and I do need more medium sized boxes.
Many of you are knitting hats, mittens and scarves I usually get bags of
cars, puzzles, handbags for girls, and pretty things, cuddly toys, games
etc. from the jumble sale. These will be the items I will be short of.
Other items include toothbrushes, toothpaste, girl’s hair accessories,
small musical instruments, boys like toys that make a noise!! Maybe
you can have a turn out at home, as long as they are in a reasonable
condition.
Items can be put in the tub, brought to my house, or phone me and I will
pick them up from you. Thank you.
Sylvia
I am free to laugh and love,
to live the life I want,
to walk and talk and smile or frown,
or simply to sit down.
How often do I count my blessings,
as I walk in the sun and the wind.
with beauty all around me
and time to whistle and sing?
How often am I selfish and thoughtless,
as I bustle through each day,
thinking only of self-satisfaction
and not of a better way?
Every day on Earth is a bonus,
so help me remember each day:
to live my life to help others
and also to kneel down and pray. Hilda Owens, Altrincham Circuit
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Waltham Forest Resource Hub (North), 58 Hall Lane,
Chingford, E4 8EU
0208 558 5512 events@ageukwalthamforest.org.uk
Age UK Waltham Forest continue to provide a wide range of activities online,
including Exercise Classes, Talks, Computer Classes and a Book club. You can
find further information by contacting them using the above details.
They are also looking to recruit two new members to their team.
1) Veterans in Waltham Forest Co-ordinator (14 hrs per week)
2) Volunteer Recruitment Co-ordinator (14 hrs per week)
Further details and application forms can be found on their website
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/walthamforest/aboutus/work-for-us/
Our two local foodbanks continue to offer
support to members of our local
community in these difficult times.
‘Eat or Heat’ is based in Walthamstow with
a local distribution centre at Chingford
Congregational Church. They are open for donations on
Mondays and Tuesdays from 10am – 11.30am. Pat continues to receive your
generous donations and places requests on the church facebook site.
‘The Hub’ was set up at the beginning of Lockdown last year and is now
operating from All Saints Church in Highams Park. They are open from 10am
– 1pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Heavenly God, we bring before you the many people
around the world facing extreme poverty due to the
climate crisis. We pray for those now living with food
shortages and uncertain crop yields, trapped in a cycle
of debt to feed their families. We pray for local
organisations working to tackle these difficulties. May
they be sustained and equipped to deal with the
challenges they face.
We pray for ourselves, Lord, that we would be good
neighbours, paying attention to the needs of others.
Amen.

All We Can, Methodist Relief and development
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Young Church

Thanks to Hilary and her daughter Zoe, members of Biscuit Club, were
able to join a second Zoom session in March, along with Adele and Jan.
10 members of our Young Church joined the session. We all introduced
ourselves to Zoe by ‘throwing’ objects from screen to screen. The focus
was on Prayer and everyone was engaged in the discussion. It is hoped
that another session can be arranged in April.
“Dear Lord, help us to respond to the gospel by loving
each other and by sheltering each other from the rain.
We ask for your guidance to help us to stand up and
speak out for others and to spread your message of love.
We give you our all as you did for us, let this be our
calling. Amen
Year 4 pupil at The Vine Inter-Church Primary School, Cambourne

Silence in Church!
A Young Church leader asked the
children, as they were on their way to join
the church service,
“Why do we need to be quiet in church?”
One little girl quickly replied,
“Because people are sleeping!”
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OUR MISSION
We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern and follow
God’s direction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour through
the life of the church and outreach to the community. We promote worship and
fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome.
OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman
Stewards: Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden.
OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:

Laura Pease

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR MAY’s NEWSLETTER
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem, prayer or
item of interest, please contact Jan Dent - jdent7@gmail.com or
07751603883
Deadline to submit items: Monday 19th April
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website.

16

