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Letter from our Minister
Dear Everyone,
As I write this article in mid-December, I am hoping you will have had a
reasonable Christmas. I would also like to wish you a Happy New
Year. As I do so, I am mindful of the gathering storm clouds of the
pandemic. By the time this reaches you, the situation may be very
different from how it is as I write in the week before Christmas.
Looking ahead, the United Nations has designated 2022
the International Year of Glass. We all benefit from glass one way or
another. Our homes have windows allowing light to enter in, and fresh
air when we open them. Our windows give us an outlook on the world,
whether it is a view of local woodland, the houses in the street opposite
or other buildings.
Glass is also used to make drinking vessels, as well as being used in
our computers and mobile phones. Architecture uses glass in a variety
of unusual settings, whether it is skylights, stained glass windows, or
other attractive presentations.
Archaeological evidence suggests glass first surfaced in 3500 BC in
Eastern Mesopotamia and Egypt. Being desert regions, it may not
come as a surprise to learn that glass is made from raw materials
sand, soda ash and limestone.
Mirrors are made from glass, and there is a reference to them in the
Bible, 1 Corinthians: 13 v12 where it says that we may only see only a
reflection in a mirror but one day in our own lives, we will see God face
to face. St Paul, the author tells us to hold onto this truth with hope for
the future.
Christmas may have passed for another year, but the work of
Christmas, welcoming the Christ-child, extends throughout the
2

year. The birth of Jesus brought light into a dark world, accompanied
with the joy and happiness it brought. Jesus reflected the love of God
to us. Our task is to reflect that love to others.
As we embark on a new year, may I remind you of one of the names by
which Jesus is called - Immanuel. The name means ‘God with us’.
Whatever the year before us may hold, may God bless us and be with
us throughout the coming year, both in the doubts
and uncertainties as well as when all is going
smoothly.

Services for January/February
Sun. 2nd Jan. - David Hobbs
Sun. 9th Jan. – Covenant Service -Rev. Hilary Cheng (Communion)
Sun. 16th Jan. – Judith Lampard
Sun. 23rd Jan. – Rev. Norman Grigg
Sun. 30th Jan. –Kevin Swaine
Sun. 6th Feb. – Janet Tweedale
As the weather remains cold, please remember that the
church still needs to be well ventilated, and you might want
to dress more warmly.
_______________________________________________________________
The flowers in January are in loving
memory of:
9th January – George & Cis Easton
30th January – Lottie (Jan Dent’s Mum)
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We were so pleased to be able to hold our Carol Service this year, although
we could not have our usual mince pies afterwards. Thanks to Maureen for
her narration and also to the 13 members of our Young Church who took
part, including members of Biscuit Club who read the reflective prayers.

The circuit is looking for new Circuit Stewards. We are
entering a difficult period of time where serious questions
will need to be asked about the future of the circuit.
If you would like more information or feel you could help,
please contact Hilary

Lord Jesus, all around the world
your followers are facing difficult times.
Please protect them from harm
and help them build their faith in you.
Amen.
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Did you Know???
The first Friday in March each
year there is ‘A World Day of
Prayer’. Starting in West
Samoa and closing at the end
of the day in Tonga! During that 24 hours people will be following the
same service. Each year it is prepared by women in a different country,
giving an overview of different aspects of life in that country. This year the
service has been prepared by an invited group of about 30 women, (aged
from their early 20’s to 80’s) from England, Wales and Northern Ireland,
taking about 2 years to complete. Every country will share in the same
service.
Our local service this year will be on Friday 4th March from 10.30 – 11.30,
at Winchester Road Methodist Church. Members of other churches in
Highams Park will be helping with the planning, and leading of the service.
There will be an opportunity to put money in an envelope to enable the
WDP (World Day of Prayer) charity to support a projects across the world.
Envelopes will be in the order of service on the day, with the chance to Gift
Aid your donation if possible. Mary has a list of the various projects
supported by the charity.
After the service you are invited to share in having tea or coffee in the
Hodgson Hall.
By the time we have our service, friends and relatives in Australia and New
Zealand will have already taken part, including Pat Mackean, a former
member of Winchester Road who lives in New Zealand and still keeps in
touch.
We look forward to seeing you all on 4 th March.
Mary Burgoine
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Thank You
The local foodbank, ‘Eat or Heat’ have been grateful for your generous
donations over the past year. The demand has grown since November
and on 14th December they were able to support 38 families. On 21st
December, as well as the usual groceries, they will be distributing
Christmas food and gifts to brighten Christmas for those in need. All
those receiving help at this time are extremely thankful for the donations
and for the many volunteers.

Traidcraft: Earlier this year Traidcraft were struggling to continue. They
are grateful to the people, including those at Winchester who have
continued to buy goods, especially the recent purchases of Christmas
cards and gifts. Traidcraft supports suppliers, over the world, by giving
them a fair price for their produce.
The church was also able to support them with a one-off donation and
Laura received the following message of thanks:
“Hi Winchester Road,
Thank you for your one-off donation of £100! Your gift will help people
like Khuku Moni, and Kamal Gazi find strength and resilience in
community groups that help organise against climate change, unfair
trade and coronavirus.
This Christmas, you're meeting darkness with hope - thank you.
The Traidcraft Exchange Team”

Hilary and Leo Cheng regularly spend time working
on the Mercy ships which provide essential medical
support to countries in need. We raised £186.00 in
aid of Mercy Ships with donations received in lieu of
postage for Christmas cards this year. In the New
Year proceeds from the Friday Coffee mornings will
also be supporting the Mercy Ships.
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We think of all those in our church family who are in hospital at this time,
undergoing treatment or tests and pray that they will know the love that
surrounds them.
We think also of those who, due to the pandemic, may be isolated in their homes
this Christmas. We keep them in our prayers.

Congratulations to Jessica and Aaron Browne on the
birth of their daughter, Lottie Alice Browne.
First great granddaughter to Dorothy Clarke.

On Friday 10th December the young children attending
gym classes were invited into the church where Hilary
told them the nativity story. They were given the
characters to place in the stable scene. The children and
parents enjoyed this, and all the children were given a
story book to take home.
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They presented unto him gifts.........
The first event of the new year is Epiphany celebrated on January 6th. In the King
James translation of Matthew’s gospel, we read......Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold there came wise men from
the east to Jerusalem. Saying, where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have
seen his star in the east and are come to worship him. (Matt 2 v1& 2. ) Advised by the
chief priests and scribes Herod sent them on to Bethlehem ......And when they were
come into the house they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down
and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto
him gifts; gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matt v11)
Singing the Faith only has three Epiphany Hymns including Bethlehem, of noblest
cities, a 'new entry' for Methodism written in Latin around the year 400 by Aurelius
Clemens Prudentius. Eastern sages at his cradle
make oblations rich and rare
see them give in deep devotion
gold and frankincense and myrrh.
Sacred gifts of mystic meaning;
incense doth their God disclose,
gold the King of kings proclaimeth
myrrh his sepulchre foreshows. STF 225
The best known hymn/carol about the visitors is one that cannot be found in any of
the Methodist hymn books probably because it is not scriptural yet I remember the
words from carol singing around the streets of Highams Park. It was written in 1857
by an American Minister, John Hopkins, for a New York Christmas pageant who
quotes the traditional names given to the three 'wise men' who he refers to as Kings.
We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we travel afar.
Matthew's account describes them as 'magi', the same root as our word 'magicians'
that, and the reference to the star, which they had seen led some scholars to refer to
them as astrologers while the possession of gold led to the idea of Kings. The three
gifts gave rise to the notion of three wise men, so when school or our 'Pop Up Nativity'
permit more than three they could be right! Later traditions named and located the
kings, Melchior from Persia, Caspar from India and Balthazar from Arabia.
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The scripturally accurate hymn usually sung at this time is STF 224
As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold.
The actions of the wise men led to the custom of giving gifts initially at Epiphany but
moving to Christmas Eve or Christmas day in Victorian times. Saint Nicholas, who was
born around 270 AD became the Bishop of Myra a town now in modern Turkey. One
day walking past a house he heard young girls crying because they feared they would
be sold into slavery because their father was too poor to provide the money for their
dowries. Seeing their stockings hanging up to dry by the fire he slipped bags of gold
into them. This led to the custom of children hanging up their socks/stockings hoping
to receive presents and also the idea of gold wrapped chocolate coins. In Holland
children place a clog outside with the same hope. Dutch and German settlers took the
custom of Santa Claus (St Nicholas) giving gifts to children with them to America. In
1822 Clement Moore, an American professor of Greek wrote a poem entitled A visit
from St Nicholas which introduced the now familiar image of Father Christmas and
started the Christmas industry.
'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
in the hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.
Moore introduces us to the eight reindeer who pull the saint's sleigh; Dasher,
Dancer, Prancer and Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen. His description of
Nicholas reads.....His eyes how they twinkled ! his dimples how merry !
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry !
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
that shook when he laughed, like a bowl full of jelly!
Moore gives us the picture of a saint who was chubby and plump
and who he expects us to believe was able to take a sack full of
toys down the chimney to the waiting children. By the end of the
century thanks to cheap colour printing and the new custom of
sending Christmas cards the image of the jolly Santa was fixed in
the mind of people. The Salvation Army dressed some of the
unemployed in red costumes, gave them a handbell and sent them
into the streets to collect money for needy families.
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Germanic influences, including placing the presents around a decorated tree, reached
England through Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, and gift giving to children moved
from Epiphany Eve to Christmas Eve. In her diary for December 14th 1850 Victoria
wrote...The children were taken to their tree, jumping and shouting with joy over their
toys and other presents. The Boys could think of nothing but the swords we had given
them, and Bertie of some armour, which he complained pinched him !
Christmas Presents for children now became a national custom thanks to the
publicity of the royal example.
It is believed that the first commercial Santa's Grotto was established in the Lewis
Store in Liverpool in 1879, here children could meet Father Christmas and if they were
on his list of 'good children' would receive a present (at their parents expense).
Harrods introduced their free children's grotto in 1955 but in 2019 parents had to
spend a minimum of £2,000 in the store and pay a fee of £20 to gain admission. The
store said that it decided on the minimum spend because of the vast numbers who
applied for a time slot. At the Winchester Road Bazaar this year 120 children saw
Father Christmas who asked them what present they were hoping to receive. Each
year the Guides/Rangers who organise the grotto take different themes which has
included Harry Potter and Disney characters. After meeting Santa the children chose
a present from a display of tempting gifts.This year our two great granddaughters
(Penelope aged 15months and Eliza 10 months) were taken to see Santa in a Lapland
located in a Berkshire Forest, and according to their parents were spellbound by the
experience. Luckier were the primary school aged sons of our neighbours who flew
to the real Lapland for a day. Here they were able to enjoy a sleigh ride, meet some
reindeer and huskies as well as seeing Father Christmas, but as it was afternoon it was
dark and the temperature was minus 30C ! (See pictures on back cover)
This article has come a long way from its scriptural origins leading me to conclude
with lines from John Betjeman's poem entitled Christmas.
And is it true ?And is it true
the most tremendous tale of all
seen in a stained glass window's hue
A Baby in an ox's stall ?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Becomes a Child on earth for me ?

Allen Steel February 2022
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Winchester Christmas Bazaar
Thank you to all those who supported our Bazaar on 28 th November. Despite being
slightly scaled down it was a great success both socially and financially. We are
grateful to Sarah and her team for all their hard work that made it possible.

Stall
Admissions
Books - Bric a Brac
Books -Memorial Hall
Cards
Christmas Gifts
Donations
DVDs
Jams & pickles
Janet's Hyacinths
Jewellery
Pat's Plants
Raffle
Refreshments
Sharon
Soft toys
Stationery
Sweets
Toys - New
Toys - Second Hand
Cake stall
Father Xmas
Tombolas/Lucky Dip
GRAND TOTAL

PreBazaar

£232.95
£100.00
£40.00

Bazaar
£265.61
£80.46
£182.35
£73.00
£781.05
£ 2.02
£ 110.80
£ 723.00

Post
Bazaar

£265.61
£495.76
£10.00
£30.00
£ 15.00

£56.00
£38.10
£320.40

£ 787.45

£ 723.50
£ 273.50
£ 640.20
£ 1,650.70
£ 836.01
£ 356.55
£ 177.15
£ 501.31
£ 1,091.16
£ 318.10
£ 259.30

£79.70

£ 9,045.77

£170.30
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Grand Total

£ 35.60

£173.00
£831.05
£32.02
£110.80
£ 738.00
£56.00
£38.10
£ 320.40
£723.50
£273.50
£ 640.20
£ 1,650.70
£ 836.01
£ 436.25
£ 177.15
£ 501.31
£1,126.76
£318.10
£259.30
£10,003.52

On Sunday 12th December, the eight members of Biscuit Club who attended 3
Generate treated the congregation to an excellent presentation about the
event. They obviously enjoyed the weekend and gained a lot from joining other
young Methodists from all over the country. They were all wearing their group
hoodies and thanked the church for supporting them financially. They all made
a personal commitment during the weekend. It is now up to us, the church
members, to support their aspirations to achieve their goals within the church
and beyond.

We were delighted that 13 members of our Young Church were able to take
part in the Carol Service on 19th December. (See p.4 & 13)
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God, we pray for the life blood of our churches that is the children and
young people, that they may know you deeper, to experience your love
for them through your church and its people.
Holy Spirit we ask for you to move in the life of the Methodist church, that we will
seek to be intentional about reaching the younger generations and innovative in
approach, seeking new ways of preaching the gospel.
Amen
The Biscuit Club (11+) meet on the 2nd Sunday of
each month at 10.30 and on the 4th Sunday from
5.30 – 7.00
Cookie Club (3-11) meet in Room 2 every Sunday.
The service starts at 10.30
Creche (under 3) There are toys and books, in the
church, near the Hub for families to sit and let the
children play. Parents can also use the Well
Room.
Where did the Wise Men come from?
Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi were a religious caste
devoted to astrology, divination and the interpretation of dreams. Some
scholars believe these magi came from southern Arabia, where the Queen
of Sheba had lived. She would have learned about the coming Messiah
from Solomon.
In Matthew’s gospel the Magi ask Herod: ‘Where is the One who has been
born king of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have come to
worship Him.’ So it is possible that Queen of Sheba’s story of Messiah for
Israel had survived.
One thing that supports the theory that the magi came from southern
Arabia is this: if you study any map of Palestine as it was during biblical
times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered
Palestine ‘from the East’.
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Wordsearch
Magi, east, religious, caste, astrology, divination, southern, Arabia,
dreams scholars, Queen, Sheba, Soloman, Herod, Messiah, King, star,
worship, Palestine, caravan
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OUR MISSION
We are a church at the heart of Highams Park which seeks to discern,
and follow God’s direction. Our aim is to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour through the life of the church and outreach to the community.
We promote worship and fellowship enabling us to grow towards God.
We are an inclusive church where all are welcome.
OUR STEWARDS: Senior Steward: Carole Merriman
Hazel Mathews, Carol & Dumisani Moyo, Pat Ovenden, Janet Dawe
OUR SAFEGUARDING OFFICER:

Rev. Hilary Cheng

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FEBRUARY’S NEWSLETTER
If you would like to submit an article, joke, photo, poem,
prayer or item of interest, please contact Jan Dent jdent7@gmail.com or 07751603883
Deadline to submit items: Friday 21st January.
This newsletter is available to download as a PDF from our website.
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